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- DEDIC4TFON. 
In taking this Liberty with your 
Lordſhip, I don't preſume to expect 
You to patronize the Truth, the Pro- 
priety, the Beauty of every Thought I 
have, here, given the World I would 
not, willingly, take upon me to do That 
Myſelf—But only to honour with your 
Approbation The Example, I here have 
ſet, of the proper Exerciſe and Enter- 
tainment of the Human Mind. 


It is one of the Reflections t r_T 


Lordſhip will find in this Collection, 
« That Gop is all Thought.” And 
What could ſuit my Attempt to intro- 
duce a Faculty of Thinking among 
Thoſe, whoſe diſtinguiſhing Nature it is 
to zthink, but Who let their minds lye 
fallow as if it belonged not to Them,— . 
Like the Example of that Great Man, in 
your Lordſhip's highPerſon, who has the 
honour, above all Men in our Age, Or, 
perhaps, in any other, to be, in this 
particular, moſt like HIM? 
Vour whole Life, My Lord, has been, 
as it were, but one Act of Thought. In 
| 8 * 
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your youngeſt Years You never knew 
what it was, with the common Herd of 
Youth, *.'To Trifle, And Heaven has 
well rewarded You for it. The Sun 
in our Hemiſphere does not ſo inceſ- 
lantly bleſs Us with his chearing benign 
Rays, as your Lordſhip is continually 
exerting, for the Service of the Publick, 
in one {hape or _— an uninterru pted 

courſe of Thought. What Day, what 
Hour of your Li by night, often, as well 
as by day, have You, now, for a long 
courſe of Years paſs d, without filling \it 
up with this Divine Occu pation? >—We 
are all made to imitate Gop in this 
Reſpect, and He who carries this Imi- 
tation furtheſt, Either by the Nobleneſs 
of the, Subject, or Conſtancy of the 
Exerciſe of the Faculty, reſembles Him 
moſt. Who can take up your Lord- 
ſhip in the Morning, and accompany 
You .the whole Day, But ſees You 
preſiding in the High Court of Juſtice 
You ſo eminently adorn, and where 
not ſo much æn/ Stated Law, as the 
4 2 equitable 
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equitable Exerciſe of your Lordſhip's 
own Mind, is the Rule You muſt go 
by, Or, ſees You Chlxy ina ſtill Higher 
Tribunal, continually aſſiſting it, in a 
moſt diſtinguiſhed manner, with your 
Deliberations, Or, in the laſt place, 
contributing to the Happineſs of the 
Publick, by aiding Majeſty it elf, 
with your conſummate Wiſdom, in the 
higheſt Glory of Government ? 
But your Lordſhip is not only, 
Firſt, in Conſtancy and Uſefulneſs of the 
Exerciſe of your thinking Powers, but 
in the Facility whereby You exerciſe 
Them, on all Occaſions. In the many 
important Poſts You are neceflarily 


engaged in, You fill every one of Them, 


confeſſedly, in the Opinion of all Men, 
as if You had but That, ſolely, to 
manage You are in the actual Diſ- 


charge of. The Variety of your high 


Employments is. the only Relaxation 
You have againſt the Fatigues of a 
Mortal Nature. And yet, when by 
Accident, or the higheſt Condeſcenſion, 


You 


You edit 'n- was HAM wah 
honour of your Preſence, with all this 

| Glory about You, You are pleaſed to 
veil it, and become One like him. 

With this Su t Excellency 
of Mind, Ho-] y are You diſtin- 
guiſhed by an uninterrupted Vigor of 
Body ?—But in poſſeſſing theſe 
Characteriſticks lyes not your 
greateſt Glory, but in the Diſtinction 
Heaven has conferr d, by beltowing 
them, on You, No * Applica- 
tion could have brought about 7he 
One, Nor human Care preſerved The 
Other. 

And yet, My Link Neither is This 
. greateſt Glory, But That whereby 

Vou are known in our refined Age to 
think it not beneath You, elevated as 
You are, to acknowledge that Gov, 

perſonally, to worſhip Him at 

the head of your Pamily, Who has been 
ſo bountifull to You, And to fix your 
Hopes on a better State of Things, than 
that which ct now, enjoy. — A 


your Country]! And when Nature 


i DEDICATION. 
Matter of as great Singularity, as the 


poſſeſſing your great Endowments, Or 
the Exerciſe of Them. ©— 


- May your Lordſhip long continue, 
to eaſe the riſing Years of your Great 
Maſter, of the burthen of Government, 
and thus be a means, through the 
ALmIcnTyY's favour, to our poor unde- 
ſerving Country, of long preſerving 
Him among Us! And If it ſhould be 
ſo, (which would be an Offence to /up- 


Hoſe, without a Prayer that it might 
not be,) That Heaven, for our Sins, 


ſhould remove that moſt valuable Life 
from Us, before we have Another, in 


Full Maturity of Age, of his own 


Roial Blood to replace Him, May the 
Armicnrty leſſen that Evil to Us, by 
preſerving your Lordſhip ! : 

May it be late, very late, My 
Lord, before you reach that Place 
where, alone, You can be recom- 


penſed your Labours for the Service of 


can 
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can hold out no longer, and You are 
to exchange the Honours of Time for 
the Glory of Eternity, May You leave 
behind You a noble numerous Off- 
ſpring, eminently diſtinguiſhing Them- 
Fives in their ſeveral Stations, for the 
Service of the Publick ; and May They 
continue long to be a means of con- 
veying down to the lateſt Ages, the 
bleſſing conferr'd on Us, in the Per- 
ſon of their Great and Renowned 
Anceſtor | 

This, My Lord, I queſtion not, is 
he Prayer of every One who reads it, 
and Who loves his KING and Country, 
as well as of Him, who begs leave to 


ſubſcribe himſelf, with the profoundeſt 
Reſpet, 


Your LoRPDSHIP's 


Moſt humble, 
moſt obedient, and 
moſt obliged Servant, 


RozEkRT WHaTLEy. 
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PREFACE. 


Leave theſe TuoucnTs to ſpeak for Them- 

I ſelves, to every Reader, one by one, as he 
oes them, temperately, over, i. e. with 
intermediate Reflection. To poſt them over, will 
be neither for his Edification, Entertainment, nor 
Credit. He will, by that means, often, hoſe to 
Himſelf the pleaſure of unfolding a Thought, 
to his Satigfaction, and be ready to entertain a 
diſadvantageous Opinion of the Author, where he 
will be found, by more deliberate reflection, 
entitled to a favourable one. And it is not 
intended, ſo much, an edifying Compliment to 
Myſelf, as a charitable Caution to my Reader, 
to deſire him to be rather a defeft in his 
own turn of mind; when he ſees not preſently the 
Force, or Juſtneſs of this, or that, particular Re- 
flection, than an Impropriety in the Paſlage itſelf. 
Farther Thought of his own, or begging a little 


ſenſe at another hand, may clear up a Sentiment 


more for his honour, than the pretending to call 


in queſtion the Writer's Underſtanding, (as, poſ- 


ſibly, may be the Caſe) at the expence of his 


Own. And if this Admonition ſhould prove 
| b 


neceſ- 
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1 PREFACE. 

neceſſary with regard to any natural Thought 
that ſhall occur, How much more reaſonable will 
it be, to have it attended to, both to Himſelf, and 
Me, with reſpect to the moral, and divine ones? 

What I here preſent Him with, was penn d fo 
long fince, as the Year 1743. And I have not 
kept them ſo long by me, unpro ably.— Not to 
be competently well aſſured of the Merit of moſt 
of Them, to ſome Taſtes, far beyond their Deſert, 
and the Demerit of many to that of Others, I hope, 
as far beneath it. Coincedency of Sentiment, 
and not Self-Love, has made me Side with the 
Former, and, finally, to publiſh them. 
The Reader vill find Them very different, I 

believe, from what he _ expect. They are 
the private Dictates of the Writer's Mind to him- 
felf, à fort of tranſitory Copy of his intellectual, 
and moral Complexion, during the Time they 
were penn d; without any original deſign of com- 
municating Them to any nan; ſet down, through 
a Facility in Short hand, juft as they occur d; 
when it was free from any determined Employ- 
ment. Nothing by way of Maxim, or Point, 
Paradox, or Axiom, is aim'd at. What ever, of 
this Nature, may be found among Them. But 
Thoughts ſet down, caſually ariſing, from 
either what had already engaged his attention, 
or, what, on the Spot, offered it ſelf, to it. In 
fine, a Series of independent Reflection, where 
the Head ts leſs concerned, than the Heart, or the 
Affections. So that whoever ſhall take up theſe” 


Leaves in hopes, or expectation of a light Enter- 
e tainment 
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tainment, will find himſelf greatly diſappointed. 
But whoſoever ſhall, deliberately, peruſe them, with 
a defire of cultivating a ſerious thinking frame 
of mind, (tbe only foundation for true Chearful- 
neſs) will find his account in it. Such a one will 
be pleaſed with what I have done, in this way, 
Though he may be conſcious to himſelf He had. 
done better, had he fallen into it. And altho 
every Thought may not, at firſt, no nor at 
length, equally, flrike him, I flatter myſelf be 
ll hardly turn to a Page, where he ſhall not 

find ſomething that does. Only with this Reſerve, 

That If he can See a Thought in its true light, | 
he would not pervert it, and ſee it in a wrong 
one. The nature of this way of writing makes 
it neceſſary to inſert this Caution, ſince it leaves 
fo much to be imply d, by the Readers imagina- 
mon. 

I think I may, here, as properly as any where 
elſe, in this Preface, beg quarter for any two, or 
more Thoughts, that in this Collection may 
appear fo reſemble one another. No tao iden- 
tically the fame will be met with. But there ts 
one Srbjeft that has taken hold of my mind, ſo as 
to offer it ſelf too frequently to it, did not the 
high importance of it make this impoſſible. 
When the Reader ſees this Subje in the juſt 
Light it deſerves, he will nat be diſpleaſed to ſee 
me returning, frequently, to it, under different 
Lights: And till be does ſo ſee it, I ſhall beg 
leave, without any vanity, to think my ſelf a 
duperior Being to Him. ; 
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To Return.—To ſuch a way of entertaining 
- » himſelf, The Author is well known, among his 
private Friends, to have been long accuſtomed. 
So long, as to have promiſed, in print, at the 
' requeſt of ſome of Them, ten Years ago, a Volume 
of his occaſional Reflections: That is, before 
any of Theſe, now made publick, were in being. 
Why that Deſign was poſi pon d, is not material for 
_ the Reader to be informed of. Accident, only, 
and not Deſign, brought Theſe to light, firſt. He 
uſually carries a Volume of bis Soliloquies about. 
with him, for his own Entertainment : When he 
came from home, he, without any Deſign, laid bis 
hand on That wherein theſe were contained, and, 
at length, took courage, On ſeeing the many fooliſh 
Things the Town has been entertain'd with, this 
winter, firſt, to tranſcribe, and then to publiſh 


Them.. Humbly hepeing, he ſball be thought tb 


encreaſe the number of the few wiſe ones. 

Tf from the multitude of the like independent 
reſlections he has by him, he had ſelected a few 
Centuries of the very beſt, it might have been, 
perhaps, more for his honour, and he had been 
better received by ſome of his Readers ; but he 
could not have been ſo generally uſeful : parti- 
cularly, to Thoſe for whom he has a moſt com- 
Paſſionate refpett—The © Fair Sex; Or that Part 
Four Own, that is infinitely inferior to Them 
in Underſtanding “ The thoughtleſs, ſauntring, 
ſenſual, youthful Gentilityof the preſent Age, (and, 
God knows, too many of Us of riper years.) TheFor- 
mer of aich, will, I hope, throw away that moſt 
f impu- 
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impudent affront to every Virtue their Sex can 
be adorned with, © The Memoirs of the adul- 
«« terous Life, of a Lady of Quality, writ by 
« her ſelf, and publiſhed in her Life Time, 
ce. ſhe her 2 appearing in publick,” and after 
fo unworthy a Proſtitution of thetr divine Intel- 
le, during this Laſt winter, be induced to purifye 
their minds, by taking my Day-Tho'ts, into tbeir 
country retirements, this ſummer Seaſon, and 
thereby come to Town prepared for more ratio- 
nal Delight, the Next. Whilſt the Latter, by 
caſually taking 7 my book, and obſerving the 
Shortneſs, and Independency of its Contents, may 
by a little occaſional nibling on, here, and there, 
a facile Reflection, by degrees, come to reconcile 
themſelves to the Hopes, and even raiſe within 
themſelves a 'Defire, of becoming thinking Intel- 
ligences. And in the end, be pleaſed at the com- 
Pliment paid to the Underſtanding, (as is imply'd, 
in this way of writing, in every Reader) of 12 

Poſing it capable of Going by itſelf. 

Another Reaſon, had its weight in communi- 
cating Them, in the unſelected manner 1 = 
choſen, which is, That I could do one Thing, 
way, which I could do no other, I mean, — a 
Pattern for the Exerciſe of the Human Mind, 
to be imitated by Thoſe, who ſhall think it worth 
the While to carry about with them the higheſt 
of all Entertainment, TwuoucuT.. And will 
honour themſelves ſo far, as to exerciſe it, as 
Outward Objects occur, or Inward Suggeſtions 
ariſe, in matters that do not immediately relate 

| to 
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to the Enj oyment of the Honour, the Pleaſure, 
the Wealth, or the Power this World. A 
Faculty, This, when once obtained, the greateſt 
Specifick againſt Lowneſs of Spirits, or Vapours, 
either in Man or Woman. And till they are able 
of Themſelves, to raiſe to themſelves entertainment 
of their Own, Every one liable to thoſe modiſh 
Tndiſpoſitions would do well, to make uſe of ſome one, 
or other,of my Reflections, fo inure Him, or Her ſelf, 
to it. Mumbling, irt, one, and then another, 
g little in their Minds, lite a Cuyd of Tobacco 
in the mouth, till they had extracted the virtue 
out of it. This, indeed, is the proper manner of 
v/ing all writing, by way of detached 'Tho't, 
and the only way for the Reader to do Fuſtice to 

Himſelf, or any Author that cbuſes to entertain 
him that way. 

' Gob himelf is all Thought. And the more 
we accuſtom ourſekves to exerciſe the thinking 
faculties he has given Us, the more ſhall we be 

like him. ] have for myſelf been fo habituated, 
by degrees, to Self-refleCtion, That I am hardly, 
ever, without the pleaſure of it, Let me be where, 
or in what Situation I will, Many of Theſe, 
and many Others I have by me, have preſented 
themſelves as I have been walking the Streets of 
this great Metropolis, and à bye-alley, or ſome 

' retired Corner, and ſome time, by the leave of the 
Maſter, an honeft Tradeſmans Shop, my Retreat, 
to ſet them down in. And if this was the Caſe 
with me, in Town, How muſt it be with one of 

fuch a fruitfull turn of mind, in Solitude, or the 

: Country? 
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Corntry? O Intelligence! how little art Thou 
knxon | Thou fillet Nature, and art unre- 
garded ! Thou conſtituteſt Ourſelves, and We 
know Thee nat! It is not the Eye that ſees 
Spades and Clubs, Hearts and Diamonds, but 
the inward inviſible immortal Spirit has them 
ſubjected to her Contemplation—That celeſtial 
ſort of Being, which every human Creature 
carries about with him, at which the optic nerve 
ends, and whoſe outward expanſion receives 
Theſe GLoRIOs Objects, and conveys them to it. 
O wretched Human Nature, That cannot bear 
Your own Company ! O adorable Pips of Cards, 
the only Reſource of Life, and Complacency to 
Immortal-Mortals— 0 Ranelah ! O Vaux- 
hall! what walking Images, and Statues, attend 
You? Notwithſtanding their Intellectual Nature, 
as void of Thought, as the Inſtruments of Muſick, 
You entertain them with, of Sound, till the bow 
has Touched, or the wind Filled them! 

I hope T ſhall be pardoned this little Sally. It 
will be found not altogether ill-placed. Many 
Thoughts in this collection, and many more, 
hereafter, on The encouragement Theſe ſhall. 
receive, will preſent themſelves in various Lights, 
relative to Futurity, and to the pleaſing Paſſage 
that leads to it—that inevitable, frightfull, Thing 
called Death—frightfull, indeed, to a rational 
temporary Creature that has Happineſs, through 
Eternity, depending on the Uſe he makes of Time, 
and makes no uſe of it, for the acquiring it; but 
uo ways terrifying to Thoſe who look for a new 


Heaven 
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Heaven and a new Earth, and live to it. Our 
Title 70 Immortality 2s the true Nobleneſs of 
Blood of our Human Nature, and the words 
IMMoRTAL-MORTAL, read in the forehead of a 
fine Lady, the nobleſt AIGRETTE that can adorn 
her. And let Immortality be, once, made a 1 
of, and the Way to a happy one, would never 

loſt Sight of. A morning paſt in ſerious reflec- 
tion, in the Cloſet, and in paying à publick 
Homage to the Great Aurnox of our Being, 
would ſeaſon every rational amuſement of the 
ſucceeding Day. Hs is pleaſed, to ſee his human 
creatures delight themſelves in the proper relax- 
ations of a mortal Nature, as ell as in the acts 
of the ſublimeſt Devotion. By this means, we 
might hope to ſee a ſtop put to that immoderate 
Run for Outward Entertainments, of all ſorts, — 

the Diſgrace of the Remains of good Senſe, in the 
preſent age,—and if a Stop be not put to it, The 


Extinction of all Rationality in the next gene- 
ration. 


I have nothing further to add, here, but only 
to put the Reader in mind, That the following 
Thoughts occur d in Town from April 7 Sep- 
tember, in the Mar 1743, incluſively. A 
neceſſary Inſinuation, as many of them referr to 


the Time and Place, . in which They were penn d. 
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SELF-ENTERTAINMENT: 


OR, 


DAY-THOUGHTS. 


8. 1. HA Ta Rout has the Diſcovery 
g of the inſect Polypus made a- 
| mong our VikTvosos? How 


: much more curious and, wor- 
thy of Obſervation is the human Polypus ? — 


« What is He, or, rather Who is He?” Cryes 
a Virtuoſo of no ſmall note, as he reads Tbis.— 


Why, Sir, A human Being very rarely to 


* be found, much more rare than the inſecł- 
e Polypus. But yet is to be hoped to be met 
with,“ That rational human Being that has 
« a Remedy immediately ſpringing out from 
« within him, for every Good that ſhall be at 
« any time cut off from him.” What is a to- 
tal reverſe of Fortune, The Loſs of a Friend, 
The Death of Huſband, Wife, Child, a pro- 
pagated grievous credited Calumny, but the 
cutting a human Perſon aſunder? — What is 
He >, 5 ſinks under any Calamity? — A hu- 
man animal of the common Sort. — What He 
who has a ſupport at hand againſt any of Theſe 
Misfortunes —< A PoLyevus.” bo, and 


who alone is a human Polypus ?—The genuine 
CHRISTIAN, * 


1 F. 2. There 
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2 S ELTY- ENTERTAINMENT: Or, 


8. 2. There is ſomething more in nature 
than We ſer.— But who ſees it? Who convinced 
of it? —'The human-Polypus. — Who does not 
fee it ?—The human-inſect of the common ſort. 

F. 3. Gop has connected a future State as 
cloſe to our Being, here, as the Lining of a 
Man's Coat is to the Outſide, or, if you will, 
as Butter is to a piece of Bread 2 on it, 
and yet Mankind in the general, chuſe to wear 
the mortal Coat without the immortal Lining, 
and like peeviſh inconſiderate Children, eat 
the Bread of mortal Life dry, without the im- 
mortal Butter that was intended to mellow it. 

$. 4. I have known a great many people 
willing to dye from the knowledge how it does 
not go with them, in this Life, but very few 
from a knowledge how it will go with them in 
the other. | 

$. 5. How much more fond are the gene- 
rality of mankind of other peoples company, 
than of their own, and yet what a caſual ac- 
quaintance has every man of every other Per- 
ſon in the world, and what a /aftzng one in 
rr | | 5 

8 6. Virtues and Vices, like different ſhades 
in colours run into one another, and where 
the one colour ends and the other begins, in 
many caſes, difficult to determine. 
$. 7. The end of prayer, morning and even- 

ing, not meerly the paying a ſimple homage to 
the Deity, as a Debt due to u1M, but the 
actual putting ones ſelf, and all our Concerns 


under 


* 
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under his immediate protection, the remaining 
Tv of the day or night. He that has paid 

is homage in a due manner at any Time 
places himſelf immediately under the Ar- 
MIGHTY's Canopy and has a right to the com- ; 
fort of being in his immediate obſerving Eye, 
and enjoying the ſenſe of his immediate pre- 
ſence.— What a fund. for n at 
outward Events — for Joy, for Rapture, for 
Extaſy ! 

F. 8. The Chriſtian Religion, in itſelf, a Dia- 
mond of the fineſt colour and water. But a 
rough one as taken out of the quarry to how 
many ? To how few does it appear poliſhed to 
its utmoſt perfection? f 

§. 9. I am juſt come out of the company 
of ſome military Gentlemen going for Flan- 
ders, where the Converſation happened to fall _ 
on ſharp ſhot, and being in the midſt of it —But = 
are not we always expoſed to ſharp ſhot here, at 4 
home, as well as They, abroad What is there 
in a muſket-balls wounding the Body more 
terrible than in common Slander and Detrac- 
tion ? What the loſs of a Leg or an Arm by 
a Cannon-ball to an irretrievable wrong pre- 
poſſeſſion againſt any man given in any parti- ni 
cular ? What the Loſs of Life itſelf more than 
the total ruin of a mans Character ? 

$. 10. We can not well let it eſcape our 
Thoughts what occaſion we have for Gop, 
But we do too much what occaſion Gop has 


for us. * 
B 2 8 11. Toy 
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8 11. Joy the Chriſtians faſting-penny . 
12. Ignorance and dee in an in- 


tellectual Creature — What happy Company ? 
How few could enjoy to day, or contentedly 
ſtand the chance of a to morrow, without them? 


* J 13. He that can ſeriouſly fay to himſelf, 


can ſtand the Chance of to morrow,” 
and He only, is the truly happy man. 

8. 14. How few take the day of their 
Death, when they come to it, to be a com- 
mon ?0-morrow of any preceding day of their 
Lives? 8 
8.15. O tranſporting Thought! What 


&© auguſt ſcenes lye before me, and which eve 


* moment, as one ſwiftly follows the other in 


« ſucceſſion, brings me nearer and nearer 0 
This, the natural Complexion of a Chriſtians 
mind—To which of Us is it not an aſſumed 
maſk rather than the natural Viſage ? 

§. 16. What double, treble, decuple, cen- 


+ tuple Care do we not daily ſee taken among 


ones valetudinary acquaintance for laying in a 
ſtate, which mu/? be left for another, for any 
ſingle Care taken to reconcile themſelves to the 
leaving it, and going with a good grace out of 
It?—W hat a tacit Reproach, This, to the PRo- 
VIDER of both ſtates to be willing to truſt ones 
ſelf with 11M in one of them, only / 


| + The money ſo called given to ſervants in the country when 
hired at the fatutes. 1 . 2 


9. 17. This 
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8 17. This day I was at the Feaſt of the Sons 
of the Clergy.— I was at the Sermon, and walked 
in the Proceſſion. IT muſt ſet down the Reflec- + 
tions that occurred to me on the occaſion. In the 
Church, during the Proceſſion, and at Table.— 
As I was in the Church early, a good while 
before the Service begun, I took the Church 
itſelf into my Contemplation. The fir/t 
Thought that occurred to my mind was 
Did St. Paul ever think he ſhould have a 
e material Church called by his name ?”—To 
how little purpoſe has ſo much expence been 
laid out in this 6u/ding, if our Thoughts are 
confined to it, when we have the Idea of the 
name by which it is called in our minds? How 
does fo auguſt an Edifice anſwer ſo great an 
. Apoſtle ! What a Superior Being was He in his 
many Revelations, and Divine Communications? 
No Pedlars ſtall in the neighbourhood, but 
bears a nearer proportion to this magnificent 
building in greatneſs than the moſt exalted hu- 
man Being out of Chriſt, did when he lived to 
Saul of Jarſus: When he was ſo highly ho- 

noured as to have an- expreſs Glory from 
heayen to break in on a midday light on Earth, 
and Chriſt, in perſon, appearing to Him; and 
from a Saul of Tarſus making him Paul the 
Apoſtle. — How much nobler a Perſonage 
had that Ship abcard that brought Paul to 
Puteoli than that which carried Cæſar to Dyrra- 
chium ?—The Proceſſion—Chriſt and his Apoſ- 
tles walking with his Diſciples in the a” 
0 
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of Jeruſalem, the multitude following, — At 
Table in the Hall—The Odour of the pre- 
cious Ointment as he ſat at meat with his Sa- 
cred Retinue,—as the Collection was making. 
FS. 18. — Reading Bargrave's Travels from 
1645 70 1656, (a A have by me ex- 
tremely well writ, and introducing one as it were 
into all the Scenes the Writer (a Merchants A- 
gent and Factor) paſſed through in a moſt exten- 
foe Circuit, Through a great Part of Spain, 
Italy, Turkey, Wallachia, Poland—) He him- 
ſelf, and all Thoſe he dealt with have acted 
their Parts, and are gone off the Stage. Many 
others have ſucceeded them in their places, 
whicf are gone off alſo, before Thoſe that 
compoſe the preſent Set of Actors appeared on 
it. Theſe will have heir Time of acting al- 
ſo, and leave their Houſe to be inhabited by 
Thoſe that ſhall ſucceed Them, till the Fer- 
_ tility of Nature is exhauſted. 

$. 19. Laying the book den I am now 
juſt in the ſame Diſpoſition of Deſire of ſee- 
ing the World of Spirits, as I was of follow- 
ing him from one Scene to another throughout 
his Voiage, That, I mean, that will be open- 
ed, at Death, to our Cognizance, and alſo the 
glorious material World that will offer itſelf to 
our bodily Eyes, or to ſome other Faculty 
like them, after it, at the Reſurrection. Have 
a little Patience and both theſe Scenes ſhall 
ſucceſſively be diſcloſed, and the latter will, 
no-doubt, be varied, encreaſed, and extended 


to 
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to all Eternity. — What a Proſpect! What 
Hopes! What Aſſurances ! What Temper of 
mind deſerves to be called Patience to wait for 
ſuch laſting glorious Certainty, Were it to 
be Millions of Years hence e'er the Time 
came for the Scenes Opening ?-What deſcrip- 
tion can be made of the inward Situation of 
that mans mind who knows and is perſuaded 
that it may be entred on To — 1 

§. 20. We are only, here, in Gop's anti- 
chamber. When the Hour of Audience comes, 
the Doors ſhall be thrown open, and we ſhall 
be admitted into his Preſence—He knows who 
is waiting without for admittance, and who 
not. | 

F. 21. Joy is Heaven, and Heaven is Joy. 

8 22. Mirtha human State of mind, —Toy - 
a divine one. | 

$. 23. © What is that to Eternity ?”—a very 
proper Diſmiſſion or Retention of a Subject of 
Concern on any occaſion. 


$. 24. He that is afraid to Dye, ought to be - 


4 ed to Live. 

5 25. A very eſſential Point of the Chriſtian 
Religion is to remove. the fear of Death. It 
is incompatible with a genuin Chriſtian and 
ſound Underſtanding to fear Death.—Dying 
he may, but not Death. He muſt be a very 
counterfeit one in his Affections, or a very 
weak one in his Underſtanding not to rejorce 
in it. Every Chriſtian is of the ſecond gather- 

ing of the fruit of the ſame Tree that Chri/? 
1s 


TW 

8 SEeLF-ENTERTAINMENT: Or, 

is the fit of +.—A man that can't know him- 
ſelf, is not a proper Subject of Religion. He 
that won t know himſelf,” and can do it, is 
unworthy of the Priviledge of any. He that 
will impoſe on himſelf in a matter ſo obvious, 
as, Whether he be a Follower of him whom 
te he profeſſes to follow, and to be a Diſciple 
&« of,” is, ipſo facto, for that very reaſon no 
Follower, nor any Diſciple. —He that is a Fol- 
lower of Chriſt in his Life, muſt as aſſuredly as 
he is ſuch, be a Follower of him in his Death. 
Ae that follows Chriſt in Life to Death, will 
follow him in Death to Life. A man may 
look in a glaſs and behold his outward aſpect as 
it is,—W hat is the Bible leſs to behold his in- 
ward by ?—< Am I ike Him I profeſs to fol- 
« xv? Do I ſtudiouſly ſquare my Life and 
© Converſation according to the Rules herein 
« ſet me by Himſelf and his principal Mini- 
e fters?” Are each a plain Queſtion, for a plain 
Chriſtian to aſk himſelf, and know himſelf by. 
Do I act on all occaſions in concert with him 
whoſe profeſt Miniſter I am, is as plain a Queſ- 
tion for every Churchman, of what ever degree, 
to know himſelf by. If every one who will 
aſk themſelves theſe Queſtions ſhall be able 
comfortably to reſolve them to themſelves in the 
affirmative, what need is there for fear of 


Death, or what is to follow? If we bear the 


+ Alluding to the nature of a ſort of Fruit in ſome Countrys 
ripening, I have read of, and in gathering it. - 


Image 
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image of the earthy, we ſhall bear the image 
of the heavenly. —There is no Deceit in Gop 
nor can be. If men, notwithſtanding, will be 
ſtill hankering on tranſitory Objects, which 
they are always leaving, or the Objects Them, 
or, will reſolve on having a permanent State, 
where they are to have wy a tranſitory one, 
and will never look before them on Objects that 
lvye on the road, and they muſt paſsto, and which 
are to affect them as they are previouſly ac- 
2 with them, What wonder is it That 
uch as theſe are uneaſy at leaving the one, or 
oaching the other ?—lIt neither appears to 
= in * * from what is — / pe the 
Diſcoverys Chriſtianity makes of the nature of 
man in the Scriptures, nor from the memorials 
we have of the Sentiments of Thoſe that be- 
lieved it when, firſt, made known, That any 
man who is a Chriſtian ſhould doubt any more 
of a happy eternity's lying before him than 
of the certainty of his preſent exiſtence. And 
what is it that ſtands in the way of every one 
who profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian, not to have 
the ſame comfortable proſpect ?—Becauſe he 
is nut one. . | 
8. 26. I read this day a Sentiment that pleaſed 
me, and which is ſo analogous to my own 
way of Thinking, on the Subject, That I can- 
not but record it among my own, vis. A 
«© good man ſhould need only leave to dye.” 
F. 27. Gop will do nothing for Us that Hr 
has given Us abilities to do for ourſelves. 1 
5 C §. 28. 
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$. 28. Chriſtianity worth nothing but as it 
is practiſed. 

8. 29. Some bring their reaſon to their 
appetites— The beſt way is to bring their 
appetites to their reaſon. | 
FS. 30. The whole world ſcem to me to 
live, As if Life was never to end, or Eternity 
never to begin, 'The prevailing unconcerned- 
neſs in mankind at what becomes of their 


friends and acquaintance when the Doctor and 


the Parſon have done with them ſhould ſeem 
to countenance ones thinking the latter opinion 
the more prevalent, For who carries their 
Thoughts after their acquaintance, into futu- 
rity on their deceaſe—— ? Such à one is dead, 
and he is no more thought on, is the current 
cuſtom in the world, without the leaſt thought 
of the Blank or Prize he has drawn to all 
Eternity.—But, on the other hand, The uni- 
verſal unconcernedneſs at what will become of 
themſelves countenances ones inclining to think 
the other Sentiments being the uppermoſt, 
viz. © That Life is never to end -with the 
Liver, whatever may be the Caſe of the De- 
ceaſed. — In the latter Cafe ones Love ceaſes 
when our acquaintance have moſt need of it, 
In the former it rarely ſhews itſelf where we 
have moſt need of it for ourſelves. 

F. 31. Ido not know a greater Diſhonour 
to Gop than to go out of this world with re- 
luctance, - It may, in ſome ſort, bear the name 
of the irremiſſible Sin (tho from the frailty of 


our 
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our frame it may not be thought ſo) becauſe 
there can be no repentance for our diſobedi- 
ence to the will of Gop, on the occaſion. 

$. 32. I ſaw a Perſon, the other Day, that 
was ſick, Who told me, He was afraid be 

uld dye.— Why, faid I, Did You ever live 
without the aſſurance that You ſhould do fo ? 
— No, But I did not think J ſhould do fo yet. 
How ſo ?—Was it ever told You, That You 
ſhould live to ſuch a particular Time— ? No : 
But I am not preparcd to give up my accounts 
of Life.—How came that about that Yowg are 
not ?—When You knew You were to e your 
Life as ſoon as You knew You had it given You, 
and liable every minute that You enjoy dit, to have 
it taken from You the next Here our Con- 
verſation ended, and this morning he died, 
7. e. Was caſt for a happy Eternity, or the 
Contrary. 

$. 33.—On ſpending a day moſt agreeabl 
alone, but in much refledtion-—« Tis Thought 
makes Company. 

$. 34. If we did but believe our Bibles, or 
That Chriſt was the High Perſon He really is, 
and ſuppoſed to be—How would it be poſſible 
for Us to delight Ourſelves in reading any 
Thing elſe, but what He Himſelf ſpoke, or 
Thoſe inſpited by his Spirit dictated? What 
Recommendation does not the real Work of 
an earthly KING carry in it, What the 
* ſuppoſed only of a Britiſh EarL +?” 
+ Theſe /aft words added on tranſcribing the former. 

C 2 S. 35 
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H. 35- The prayers of the Church manifeſt- 
ly ſuppoſe Thoſe who aſſiſt at Them are 
already inſtructed in their Religion, —And fo, I 
think, does, for the moſt part, our modern 
preaching too. 2 

$. 36. What is preſent and what is future 
belonging to our Nature ſhould be like our 

right 5 — and our t. And, I think, it 
would be no ill way to do Juſtice to Both States 
to make an Aſeciation of each, with each of 
our hands. — That our right hand, for 
example, ſhould repreſent to Us the Dutys and 
Complacencys of this Life, and our left our 
Relation to the Other. Thoſe who know what 
Aſſeciations are and their Influence over Us, I 
believe, will ſubſcribe to this Reflection very 
readily. | 

$. 37. Death — © ſtriking Sail to th 

Devil —By Sin came Death, and by the Devil 
Sin.—But thanks be to God, who giveth Us 
the Victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Thanks indeed to God, and thanks to Chriſt 
too— But ſtill we are to dye.— What is this 
but what I call it The Devil certainly muſt 
Be acknowledged, as I have ſaid ſome where 
elſe, to have got a Point in Death—Though 
he did not hold it. 
8. 38. Human Nature, or Mankind were 
only to know the Deity for themſelves, not 
what He is in h:melf. 

F. 39. How apt are the Laity, or rather 
the better-worſe part of them to inſult a Cler- 


man, 


4 
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and treat him contemptuouſly on every 
occaſion ?— It happen'd that, a Poſt or Two 
ago brought us the News That an unhapp 
wretch of a Clergyman had, as it was Lid, 
committed a Rape, and ſhot a Man dead, 
that was aſſiſting in taking him for it —I 
myſelf was wines in a good deal of company, 
to the noble Triumphs expreſt on the occa- 
ſion, and was ſneer'd at, as if I had been a 
Sharer in the unhappy Perſon's guilt. —I told 
them, 1 heard the Story with great Commiſe- 
ration, and was the more inſulted for it. But 
I had done fo, if it had been the relation of a 
Fact committed by my greateſt Lay-Enemy in 
the World. How little does it come into the 
Thoughts of the Laity, on any noted miſ- 
demeanor of a Clergyman, That one Third 
of his name, and above two of his nature, is 
the ſame with rherrs ? - 
$. 40. What mighty wiſdom we daily 
behold in many around Us remarkable for their 
Sagacity in acquiring Lands and Seats for their 
Poſterity, here, withoyt ſo much as making the 
leaſt Appearance of providing for Themſelves a 
Cottage to retire to, in the Scene that is to ſuc- 


ceed, which they are irremediably launching 


into to all Eternity 


$. 41. Every man that can ?hink, has it in 
his power to be happy. The happineſs of 
Gop conſiſts in Thought, Every Man has his 
roper Subject of Thought, whereby to make 
imſelf happy. Tis his Faculty of thinking 

| | that 
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that is the image of God in Man. And a right 
uſe of it confirms the Reſemblance. 

F. 42. Gop is Light in Darkneſs, and Dark- 
neſs in Eight. 

$. 43. On two houſes being burnt down in the 
 night—one at Hull of a Gentleman of Fortune, 
lately Member for that place, wherein his Lady, 
children and ſervants were burnt, and all Things 
conſumed, The other in London—a Baker's, 
wherein periſhed 3 or 4 grown perſons —Gop 
mult ſuffer ſecond Cauſes to take effect ſome 
times, calamitouſly, to prevent ſuch Calamities 
more frequently befalling his Creatures, who 
by their Conſtitution have their 7emporal happi- 
neſs or miſery, for the moſt part, committed to 
their own Care, and placed within their own 
power, as well as their eternal. 

$. 44. We naturally and prudently are ac- 
cuſtomed to prepare againſt all poſſible Emer- 
gencys that can befall us, ſave one, the greateſt 
and moſt important and the only one 
inevitable. What Conſiſtency |! 

$. 45. Chriſtianity a Specifick againſt the 
fear of Death. 

F. 46. A Chriſtion ſhould go to meet Death 
as Dawid did the Ark. 

F. 47. As good Authority in the Scriptures 
for Divine Matters as in the moſt eſtabliſhed 
hiſtory or writing for any meerly human, 
and conſequently tacy are entitled, at leaſt, 
to an equal degree of primary Credit with 
them. —Let the Scriptures have but that Cre- 

dit 
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dit given them, and the adherence to what 
they contain will ſoon encreaſe of itſelf, on 
repeated peruſal. 

$. 48. I find myſelf in being, a Stranger 
to myſelf and to all Things around me. Theſe 
Objects that I converſe with, That I ſee, hear, 
ſmell, taſte and touch I am to be converſant 
with, but for a ſhort Space of Time.—There 
are other Objects I do not converſe with, now, 
but am to be converſant with to all Etermty,— 
with which ſhould I be affected moſt?—In 
ſhort, which ſhould a Chriſtian man comfort 
himſelf moſt with, the pour Things of Life, 
or the certain Futurities of the Goſpel ? 

8. 49. No wonder That thoſe, who whatever 
name they went by, never ſo much as attempt- 
ed to form themſelves on the Chriſtian Cha- 
rater, whilſt they lived, know not where they 
are when they come to dye. The bare ſocket in 
a Lamp may as well catch fire, as an Oylleſs 
Chriſtian conſolation at the Sight of Death. 

8 50. Would a Child ſtay, contentedly, in 
its mothers dark womb 9 months, if he had 
knowledge of what he was to come to, in 
getting forth of it, and was capable of enjoy- 
ing it? | 

8 51. In human Life, or rather in the Con- 
duct of it, The Cart is oftner before the Horſe 
than where i ſhould be, in its place behind it— 
The Body before the mind, than the mind 
before the Body.——Heoao is it with myſelf ? 


§. 52. 


- 
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$. 52. Chriſt makes but one Thing 1 
how many do his Diſciples make? — Let every 
one of that Character tell h:mſe/f as he reads 
This. 

$. 53. The whole Economy of God with 
human nature, however perplexd or com- 
plicated it may ſeem to any of his ſhort- 
ſighted Creatures, will at laſt be found to con- 
fiſt in, or turn on, one /ingle word, and that is, 
Juſtice. But Divine Fuſtice will be found to be 
buman mercy. 
$. 54. We ſhould conſider well what zs in 
Scripture before we trouble ourſelves with what 
is not. 

F. 55- Paſſion without Authority to accom- 
pany it the fooliſheſt Thing in Nature, with 
it the moſt unneceſſary. 

§. 56. If Great Men ſaw themſelves in 
their Greatneſs with the ſame Complacency 
they are ſeen by the Yor, in general, Great- 
neſs would be a deſireable Thing indeed.— 
But human Objects of Deſire when attained— 
What are they in the Eyes of thoſe who Poſ- 
ſeſs them? 

Tam a great Lover of the Principles 
of Things All civil Government for the Good 
of man. Mankind not ſo much to be made of liv- 
ing out of Society as by living in RAB 
fiaſtical Government for the reali2:ng the Good 
which Chriſt did to human nature — propagat- 

ing the knowledge, and bringing about the 
practice, he communicated and A 
ere 


{ 
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here on Earth.—All of Both that centers not 
in that, which each was appointcd for, an Im- 
poſition on the Subjects of them, and an abuſe 
of the ends for which they were appointed. 

58. Where is the man, That has the un- 
avoidableCataſtrophe that is inceſſantly coming 
on him before his Eyes The Eternal Enjoy- 
ment of Gop, or an Irrecoverable Separation 
from him ? 

F. 59. The only man in Gods Sight, is often 
an Enthuſiaſt in Mans. | 

$. 60. He who will live with Gop, Gop 
will ve with. 

F. 61. Chriftl, Gops repreſentative on 
Earth to Man, now Mans repreſentative in 
Heaven to Gop. 

$. 62. The Chriſtian Religion got, firſt, 
poſſeſſion of the world, and then the world got 
poſſeſſion of it, 

$. 63. It is our being rational Creatures that 
makes Us to be religious Creatures, and yet the 
firſt Step many make to be religious Creatures 
is to part with their reaſon, 

5. 64. Returning from St——'s Chapple.— 
It is ſtill, God be praiſed, bad as he Age is, part 
of the Ceremonies of a C-—t to attend the 
publick worſhip of Gop. How good ought that 
Audience to be which has eight and forty dif- 
ferent people to put them in mind of their 
Duty !—That a L—— C——n, when there, 
happens not to be the moſt attentive of Thoſe 
Preſent is no wonder, —HisL—p has generally 
heard enough of the Preacher before hand. 

D F. 65. 


- 
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6.6 5. Is Faith ,moſtly,the fruit of a good Life, - 
or a good Life of Faith I think the Former. 

$. 66. It is certainly a human Specific againſt 
Grief, if it be not a divine one, © To Love 
Money .I never ſaw a truly covefous man 
grieve at the loſs of an otherwiſe affecting 
Object, like other men. 

$. 67. I happened this day to be at a certain 
place of publick worſhip, where I heard a 
_ parcel of people fay, - © That unleſs __ 

« believed /o and ſo, they ſhould be aſſured! 

e damned,” When not one of Them knew 
what he ſaid, or had any meaning, at all, in 
the Subject of his damnatory. Expreſſion. 
Man was made for words, not ideas—How 
harmleſs the Curſe ! Who can be ſo unhappy 
as to come within the Terms of Hat which has 
no meaning? 

$. 68. What a Grand Oeconomy of the 
Great Author of Nature is this of our ſingle 
World? To raiſe ſuch multitudes of people in 
ſo many ſucceſſive generations to take place one 
of another, and to be tranſitory Tenants one 
after another of the Soil of this great Farm of 
the Earth, and then to houfe them, as it were, 
one after another, in order to bring them, at 
once, together into a renewal of their being for 
a future Exiſtence ? What a Grand Scene will 
This be? How certainly am I every minute 
approximating to it? We have the Promiſe of 
Gor, and He himſelf has the Power that it 
certainly ſhall come on. How ſtupid mult that 


rational 
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rational Creature be who knows ſuch an Auguſt 
Scene lyes before him, and makes it not his 
frequent Entertainment! What preſent Cir- 
cumſtance of Being in hand can be compared 
with ſuch an impending Futurity ? 

FS. 69. The Earth one great Czmetery—But - 
how little does it occur to our Thoughts what 
Burthen it is loaden with, as it is bowl'd about 
its Orbit ? Even with all that was material of 
All the deceaſed Emperors, Kings, Princes, 
Dukes, Earls, Barons, Knights, Squires, Popes, 
Prelates, Prieſts, Mandarins, Bonzes, Em- 
preſſes, Queens, Princeſſes, &c. &c. &c. that 
ever were in Life on it, and all the common 
people contemporarys with them. And Theſe 
are all, with many others on ſome future period, 
to ſtart up 79-getber into a State of reexiſtence. 
— There will then be one circumſtance attend- 
ing them which I don't know I have ever ſeen 
obſerved, viz. There will be no more a variety 
of Languages among them All will then ſpeak 
the /ame Speech. 

F. 70. The Apoſtle might well fay © We 

e ſee but in part This is true of what relates 
to ourſekves, How much more fo, of what 
relates to the works of Gop in general ?—Per- 
haps at this inſtant one World may be forming, 
another judging, another burning, another 
flooded, another crumbling to atoms, &c. &c. 
J. 71. Human Life has been often compared 

to a Drama, wherein we all act our ſeveral 
perts, &c, But I know not whether it has ever 
D 2 been 
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been yet obſerved, That Human Nature was a 
Drama, in its whole Exiſtence. And yet it 
| ſeems to me that conſidering it in this Light 
might yield great pleaſure and profit. Human 

Nature then is a Drama of Five As. The 
Firſt of 9 months in our Mothers Womb. 
The Second, of the Progreſſion made in Exiſt- 
_ ence through this Life, The Third, The State 
of the Grave, The Fourth, The Day of 
Judgment : (Which may take up more Time 
taan people may readily imagine.) The Fifth, 
The happy or unhappy Cataſtrophe That is to 
follow it to all Eternity, and to be the Upſhot 
of. the Whole, 

$. 72. What is Scripture, and what Inter- 
pretation of Scripture is a Diſtinction that, 
rightly apply'd, would have prevented an ini. 
nite number of religious Diſputes in former 
Ages, and make many a one leſs conceited 
than he is, at preſent What Difference is 
there between Them? None at all What 
Divine ever made any as 70 his own 3 
Belief? 

$. 73. What ſhould any one be afraid of 
Death for Does he not know himſelf ?—If he 

has 70 reaſon to fear, what ſhould he fear for? 

If he has,—Why ſhould he fear alſo ? & 

$. 74. Titus and Timothy St. Pauls Arch- 
deacons—He ſends them to, and leaves them 
at pleaſure among his Churches, To enquire 
into their State, and report it to Him.—Are 


not 
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not our modern Archdeacons Titus's and Timo- 
thys ? 
F. 75. Archbiſhops and Biſhops—Mek allow d 
of God to be put in Truſt with the Goſpel —— 
This was St. Pauls Character of bimſe Does 
it not deſcend to his Succeſſors ? 
$. 76. What a prodigious revenue publickly 
appropriated in this nation in honour of the 
Chriſtian Religioh, and for promoting its 
knowledge and practice among the people? 
How well would it be laid out if men were 
but made Chriſtians? If the making men 
_ Chriſtians be not an attainable end, Why is it 
atttempted ? If it be, Why is it not more 
effectually provided for ?—But, ſays one, on 
reading This, „Are not the people every 
« where Chriſtians, Do they profeſs any thing 
« elſe, in general?” I anſwer, Is not coun- 
<« terfeit money current? Is it not often taken 
as good?” —There is as much difference 
between the Chriſtianity for which the publick 
pays, and the Chriſtianity we have for it, in the 
Lives of the People, as there is between a bad 
Guinea and a good one. No body will take the 
one in payment, and why ſhould we the Other? 
If the Nation was Chriſtian there would be 
ſaved to the publick the whole Expence of a 
Standing Army, and moſt other national Ex- 
pences even down to the Charges of a Juſtice ' 
of Peace's Clerk.—<* The Uſe of this Reflection 
will be to conſider wherein lyes the {Cauſe of 
this moſt certain and moſt viſible Evil.—In the 


Inſtructor, 
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Inſtructor, the Inſtructed, the Conſtitution, or 
in what ?—If Chriſt was to come among us 
would he know us to be of his Religion ?—In 
ſhort, Can the World be amended or can it 
not? Or was the publication of Chrifts Law 
to leave the World as it found it as te Morals, 
and only to change it from Idolatry? I mean 
by this Thought to caſt no Reflection any 
where—Should be glad to fee ſome profit 
from it. * | 
$. 77. We know what Good Religion does 
not do, but we don't know the Good it dves. 
§. 78. A Staff Officer in Chriſt's Church has 
been often made by a refined Politician with- 
out any regard to his uſefulneſs in 27, but only 
for his political behaviour, for the Service of 
the State, and the carrying on the intereſts of 
an Adminiſtration- without its ever coming into 
ſuch refined politicians head, That a Clergyman 
advanc'd to be an Officer of Rank in the 
Church, who would make it his whole buſi- 
neſs to promote the knowledge of the Chriſtian 
religion within the Extent of his power, would, 
in the end, take infinitely more of the weight 
of Government off ſuch Politicians and his 
Succeſſors Shoulders than by any meer political 
exertion of himſelf whatever. 'The Chriſtian 
Religion really and duly imbibed carries, 7p/o 
facto, peace, and order and happineſs both 
private and publick. A Chriſtian Nation as it 
would never be the injurious aggreſſor, - ſo as to 
defenſive Caſes it might bid all the world 
Defiance, 
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Defiance. The Gop of Nature would be its 
Protector, as certainly as he is Gop. | 

F. 79. This world and all that is in it muſt 
paſs away and we muſt be taken from it- This 
the wiſeſt and greateſt of mankind know, and 
yet for the moſt part live as if they were ever 
to remain together Was there ever ſmaller 
Wiſdom or greater Littleneſs ? 

$. 80. There is nothing ſaid or foretold in 
Scripture to be brought about in Nature, atany 
time future, That we do not ſee real ſtanding 
Effects in . of ſome latent power really 
exiſting in it of ſufficient abilities of produc- 
ing. The only material point as to Futurity is, 
« The Truth of any Thing's being foretold, by 
« one capable of knowing what will come 
<« hereafter.” No difficulty ought to be in 
conceiving how any Thing ſo foretold can be 
brought about. The Ds ſſolutton, for example, 
and Renovation of our World requiring no more 
nor any greater power than the Creation of 77, 
and the ſetting of all Things vegetable, animal, 
fational a going at firſt in it, and continuing 
them on in ſucceſſion, implys. WroeveR has 
commanded and controled eternal Duration 

paſt, and has, hitherto, been the Great Ranger 
of Immenſity, can well controle and com- 
mand the other part of Eternity that is t come, 
Il ought not to have any more ſurpriſe to ſee 
the world fall to preces, than to be in a Shower 
of Hail There's a Cauſe that can bring about 
| the 
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the one, as well as the other. And his Tinie of 
doing it ought to be mine. 

S8. 81. Man is only ally'd to the inviſible 
and ſpiritual World by Thought. And thought 
the only medium of Communication between 
Them. How little is ſuch an illuſtrious Alli- 
ance made of! How little worn the path of 
Thought to it ! 

8 8a. It is not often ſo mock the want of a 
certain Merit, as the want of a certain Demerit 
that hinders a man from ri/ing in the World. 
F. 83. The|/landing Deſires of the heart of 
a good man are\one continued nm.. 
or prayer to th Deity. | 

F. 84. What is there in nature ſo deferving 
our Attention as © What we are Ourſelves ?” 
« What we are made to be, and our Expec- 
* fancys thereon? And yet How have many 
of the Greateſt of men, adorned with their 
Robes and their Rzbbons, that have had all 
human nature in contempt below Them, gone 
out of Life as ignorant of themſelves, as the 
meaneſt of their footmen? And known no more 
what they are to expect, or to be, in a courſe 
of an Eternal Futurity, than the fellows in 
their Stables that rub'd their horſes heels. 
S. 85. This morning, after I awoke, as I lay 
boft in 7 7 boughy and Contemplation, as my manner 

often is, ſometimes like St. Paul, almoſt uncer- 
tain whether in the Body or out of it, it came 
into my head to confider, e What Ti bought itſelf 
was, with which I was ſo much abſorb'd. 


But 
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But when Thought made Thought its Object, I 
could make nothing of my refle&ion.—Thought 
is like a Ghoſt, —it vaniſhes when you /ook at it. 

$. 86. Is it not ſtrange that the Thing by 
which one thinks won't bear being thought on ? 
Is Thought Spirit, or the property of a Spirit? 
——But what is Shirit it ſelf, or what a Spiritual 
Being ?-Who can tell ?-Strange ! That Intell;- 
gence ſhould not naw it ſelf. 

F. 87. There is very little reafon in human 
Life for either Complacency or Diſplicency from 
the outward Circumſtance of it. Duty ſhould 
be · the point of View in both Situations, adverſe 
and proſperous, and as it were, abſorb them Both. 

$. 88. Aflies..s, Crofſes, and Tribulation 
ſeem. throughout the whole Scripture, from 
the begmning to the end of it, to have been 
ſo much the portion of the people of Gop, as 
it may, at firſt fight, be oy well queſtioned, 
Whether any one can be a favouriteof Heaven 
that has not had his ſhare of them. 

F. 89. To be ſure Cicero was a better man 
than Anthony, and Socrates than Anytus or 
Melitus his Accuſers, and yet it pleaſed Gop 
that Both fheir Lives ſhould be alen away by 
their Enemies. To ſay nothing, here, of Chr:/# 
and his Apoſtles and the Martyrs in all Ages, 
who, after the ſingle Conſideration of the fate 
of thoſe two moral Heros, would trouble them- 
ſelves what man could do to them ? | 
S. 90. Death is either the natural Fate, or 
advenlitious Curſe on human Nature. It is 


E what 
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what L:ife ends with, ſooner or later, in every 
man. It is Life's Shadowe, and accompanies 
it inſeparably. It is therefore ridiculous not 
to be well acquainted with it before hand. 
Gop has made it our own, and fo ſhould we 
too. - . 
§. 91. He is dead —or, © She is dead — 
The moſt fortunate or the moſt unfortunate 
Circumſtance that can befall any one—And yet 
with what 7nd:ference do we, ſpeak it on all. 
Occaſions Alt is the immediate Accompliſbment 
or Loſs of what is infinitely more valuable to 
the Dead Perſon than the Poſſeſſion. of the 
whole World, and all that is in it, for millions 
of Ages would have been. For every remark- - 
i able temporary Alteration in any ones Circum- 
ſtances How are we affected? For an ever- 
laſting one — How alſo? What Conſiſtency! 
5. 92. A man is as much any other Perſon 
as Himſelf, whilſt Living, as he is h:mſelf that 
is put into the Coffin, after he is Dead. As 
ſoon as his Jaw falls he is either, for the pre- 
ſent, in a State of Abeyance, or quite in other 
Company, and among a different Set of Inha- 
bitants than what he was accuſtomed to, in 
another apartment of the Great Houſe of Gop. 
$. 93. The God of this World is a great 
| God indeed, but how he came to get poſſeſſion 
of this World, Gop ALMIGHTY only knows. 
— That there is in this World another God 
beſides the Great Jenovan in the Saddle is 
apparent from Reaſon as well as Scripture, N 
S 
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the Great Jenovan holds the reins and ſays to 
Him, Thus far Thou ſhalt go, and no far- 
8 

$. 94. I wonder how any one that ſees a 
Jeu come in with his box of ware into a Ce- 
houſe, can well avoid being a Cbriſtian, if he at 
the ſame time, knew any Thing of the Stor 
of that People. What one Nation in the World 
has a Fate like to that People, and yet it appears 
in our Sacred books that ſuch a peculiar Fate 
was to attend them, that they were to be ſcat- 
tered over the face of the whole Earth, and 
yet preſerved © a people. Is it for want of 
Evidence that men are not Chr:/t:ans ?—No. 
For want of Underſtanding? — No, nor that 
neither,—lIt is for want of hearts diſpoſed to 
believe it were it rue. Unbelievers are the 
ſtanding Convis of the Truth of Chriſtianity. 

$. 95. If men minded the plain Truths of 
Scripture, and made them their own in their 
Lives and Converſations, they would never 
differ about the Senſe of obſcure ones. 

5. 96. A man ſhall be ſollicitous for a Peerage 
for his Family's Sake in a tranſitory temporal 
uncertain Futurity, and have not the leaſt 
regard or concern how i his own Condition 
may be to all Eternity. a 

$. 97. The greateſt of all Soleciſms—to 
profeſs Chriſtianity with a mundane Spirit. A, 
mundane Spirit I call, a Complacency in the 
| Riches, Honour, Diſtinction of fis World, 
E 2 ay 
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as ſuch, excluſive of the Uſe of them for the 
purpoſes of another. 

$. 98. Thoſe that have wantonly, volun- 
. and readily run into the Spirit of this 
World cannot fo eaſily run out of it. Pain and 
Sickneſs that takes off the Enjoyment of the 
World, and repreſents Death to them, _ 
their mouths out of taſte, without putting t 
in it. 

8. 99. What do believers loſe by being 
deceived ?—— W hat No-believers gain by not- 
believing. What is that? Let they Them- 
ſelves ſay How good it is—? How long it 
laſts? 

2 100. There is natural Religion enough in 
the Bible to ſupport it, if there was no 
revealed. 


$. 101. No people ſo hort. fighted as Thoſe 
who ſee nothing beyond the Grave. 


$. 102. What an Ado is made in the world 
about being or not being religious? Religion 
is nothing elſe but every mans making the moſt 
of Himſelf * What Endeavours are uſed 
among the ordinary Part of mankind to have 
a Patron in one of a higher Station, or among 
the higher fort of mankind to have a Kings 
favour for the Sake of the Emolument ariſing 
to each in their reſpeCtive Suits ? What is 


Religion, but the method of obtaining the 
favour of the Great Governor of the World? 
Or what that method but, diſpoſitionally, con- 
forming ourſelves to bis holy Law, and thereby 


Procur ing 
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procuring to ourſelves the greateſt Worth our 
Natu re is capable of either in preſent, or in 
future? 

8. 103. No one Thing was ever ſo pro- 
ductive of another as Holrneſs is of Happineſs. 
Nor ever any ſo conſequential, as, That if there 
be a Gop, we are ever in his auguſt Preſence. 
He is by his very nature a Meridian Sun 
always ſhinihg upon us, and we for ever light- 

ing a candle at noon-day to ſee him by. 

$. 104. If the Great Author of Nature can 
at all come within the limits of our know- 
ledge, how is it poſſible that we can give our- 
ſelves the leaſt reſt till we arrive at what 
knowledge we can have of him? What can 
dignify the Veſſels of our Souls like filling them 
with the moſt ſpirituous Contents? 

8. 105. Gop makes no man miſerable, but \ 
he leaves every man to make himſelf fo if he 
pleaſes. | 


$. 106, I am juſt come out of the company of 
ſome great admirers of Lord SHAFTSBURY, 


But there was not one of Them that recollected 
there was the following paſſage in that noble 
Author, which I repeated to them ; having got- 
ten it by heart long fince, for my own entertain- 
ment, and which by entring here I would recom- 
mend to all Admirers of the Characteriſticks 70 
do it the ſame honour, — My indifferent Reader 
will, I queſtion not, be highly pleaſed to have it 
laid before him, | 
Where 
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« Where the Theiſtical Belief is entire and 
<« perfect“ (that is, in my Lords pompous + 
way, Whoever believes, effectually, in God) 
© There muſt be a ſteady Opinion of the 
« Superintendency of a Supreme Being, 2 
* Witneſs and Spectator of human Life, and 
© conſcious of whatſoever is felt or acted in 
* the Univerſe :- So that in the perfecteſt 
* receſs or deepeſt ſolitude there muft be One 
* ſtill preſumed remaining with us; whoſe 
* preſence ſingly muſt be of more moment 
than that of the moſt auguſt Aſſembly on 
* Earth. In ſuch a preſence tis evident That 
© as the Shame of guilty actions mult be the 
«« greateſt of any, ſo muſt the honour be of 
« well-doing even under the unjuſt cenſure of 
„ a world.“ 

never knew any Reader of the Characte- 
r1/t:icks lay his finger on this paſſage, and yet, 
in all its beauties, it cannot be denied to be the 
fineſt that ever fell from heathen pen. | 

$. 107. The poſſibility of an Oppoſition in 
the mind of man to the Will of Gop was 
divinely introduced into his moral Frame, it 
being the foundation of all the excellency and 
virtue in the human World. 

$. 108. The Body an Inftrument for the 
Soul to-play upon. 
S8. 109. It is true, Duty is not always Hap- 
prneſs, but Happineſs is always Duty. | 

$. 110. I would only aſk the Debauchee, 
„Whether he can make himſelf happy in 

« indulging 


A 
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© indulging his purſuits?” No, he fays, «I 
t know I cannot” — and ſtill purſues the 
ſame. 

$. 111. Every man from the higheſt Prince 
to the meaneſt Vaſſal has Duty or Sin his con- 
ſtant Companion, and either has the Sunſhine 
of Divine Favour darting on him, or 1s over- 
whelmed with the Cloud of his Diſpleaſure. 

F. 112. What a Grand Scene will Chrifts 
coming in the Clouds, with his holy Angels 
in the Glory of his Father the Supreme Gop 
of the Univerſe, be!] How is the Soul affected 
to think every Thing is ripening toward 9 
grand an Event, of which it is to make one / 
—Perhaps, this moment, Orders may be iſſuing 
for preparing for it. 


$- 113. It is good that man ſhould have it in 
his power to commit Evil. 


$. 114. — A uſeful Queſtion for all marr 
now and then, to aſk themſelves—< What 
* would this world come to if everyone lived 
cc their lives in the ſame manner as I do, 
«© wherein it is poſſible for them to do as I 
© doe” 


$. 115. Chriſt came into the World to bring 
us to honour Gop, not Himſelf. 

F. 116. Gop has a Salve for every Sore in 
his Creation, though we have not. 

$. 117. What would this world be, if there 
was no Nablenefo to Sin, or natural Evil —? 
There would be no Plor in it. 


8. 118, 
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$. 118. The beſt Companion a man can Have 
is Himſelf, But the misfortune is, It is not 
every one can have Himſelf for his Companion. 
$. 119 —Fuft returned from the drawing room 
of a Sunday.—How many have I ſeen this day 
paying their homage to an earthly King, who, 
tho' it be his own day of worſhip, have never 
had the Thought of paying it to a heavenly 
One? 
$. 120. The day will come to every one 
wherein we ſhall riſe out of our beds and never 
return to Them, or lye down in them and 
never riſe out of them more. | 
F. 121. This day (July the 2d) The E. of 
W. died —A ſhort meditation offers itſelf.— 
Does his Lordſhip return to Life? No. Does 
the Lord P——t? No. Does the Firſt Ld 
Cr of the 'T—y and Privy Cr ? No. 
— How little then does it ſignifye for fo ſhort 
a Time to have been inveſted with any of theſe 
Characers ?—But does 8 C return ? 
Ves. Of How much greater conſequence 
then, to have been the Man, than any thing 
elſe on its own account? But is 8 C—— 
to return to Life? Yes.—What, without the 
G r, without the E m, without the 
Quality of a M——r of St—te, without Eſtate 


or Fortune, the meer naked man, What, Juſt 
as his L——ps Porter? Yes, juſt as naked, 
and muſt hold up his hand at the Bar of the 
Righteous Judge of Heaven and Earth, fide 
by ſide with him, and anſwer for what S—— 

— 
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C—— has done in his Station on Earth, as 
N. N. his late L——ps Porter muſt, for what 
he has done in his. The Man in Both maſt 
alike anſwer for what the man did in each. 
The. E did nothing, not the Porter. The 
ſamgQueltion will be put to Each, Did you 
© know, and obey your Creator, according to 
* the knowledge you had, or might have had, 


© of his holy Laws by your reſpective 
© Talents?“ - And as either can come off 


on this. Quæry, ſo will the preeminence be 
between Them to all Eterni 

$. 122. We ſee as much of Go, and his 
real Housn, in this outward World, that falls 
with all its Order and Beauty, under the Obſer- 
vation of our Senſes, as we do of the Owner, 
and inward Diſpoſition and Furniture of a fine 
 Manjion-Houſe, that may offer it ſelf to our 
View, as we ride along a Rode at a Diſtance. 
At Death we go up the long Avenue, and at 
the Reſurrection unlight, and enter the 
Apartments, from whence, Thoſe that ſhall be 
worthy the honour ſhall be introduced into 
the Parlour it ſelf, the Mas rER of che Hovse's 
. of Reſidence. 
| There are minute Divine, as well as 
Ms. Pig hiloſophers. There are minutiæ in 
Scripture, as well as in any other writings. The 
magnalia of God to us, are the Diſcovery of 
Eternal Life engrafted on our Nature, The 

happy Tidings of it publiſhed by Cbriſt, and 

ſecured beyond all 9 by the known. 
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power of Gon,and Chriſt'sReſurreion. Theſe, 


with the Conditions on which it is promiſed, are 
the Subjects of Thought in a Great Divine. 
To be eternally poring upon other matters, 
what Minuteneſs! To be quarreling—what 


Madneſs ! 


F. 124. Our whole buſineſs in This World 
is to ripen ourſelves for the Enjoyment of a 
happy Immortality. 

$. 125. Who can conſider the Syſtem of 
man, but may ſee that animal propenſity was to 
dominate in him?—Who can conſider the 
Syſtem of man, but mult ſee that rational pro- 
penſity was to prædominate? 

§. 126. I am extremely cautious how I 
allow myſelf inwardly to pronounce hardly 
againſt any man, on account of his apparent. 
irreligion, or his being, to appearance, loſt 
to all ſenſe of a Creating, Superintending, and 
Judging Deity, in the conduct of Himſelf : 
Becauſe I do not think, that an acquaintance 
with the general Occonomy of the Author of 
Nature as to man, gives one a right to deter- 
mine on the Anomolys that may be among 
Them, Or, to fay, „That every animal 
* appearance in human form, gifted with the 
©« exerciſe of Reaſon in c:vi/ matters, has the 
<« privilege conferred on him of an ability to 
uy * 4 it on religious. Without ſuch a 
Solution, I own, I am at a Loſs how to account 
for the Lives of 99 in a 100 of the upper part 


of mankind. The higher they are 0 


above 
© 
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above their Species in human accompliſhments, 
the more ſollicitous ſhould they be of being 
above them in Divine ones: In honouring the 
Deity Themſelves, all manner of ways, and 
ſeeing him honoured by others, under them.—— 
What is the reaſon, the Reverſe of all This 


ſo univerſally prevails ?—Surely Reaſon and 


9 8 were not appointed always to go toge- 
ther. 

§. 127. Gop is an Object with which a 
man is to become acquarnted, by the exerciſe 
of his Faculties, with Care, and Reflection, and 
Aſſiduity, as with other Things, the Subjects of 
his Creation. 

§. 128. The ſcenes and value of Eternity 
together with the high price of Virtue, and 
Piety, would open themſelves to a candid Eu- 
quirer after Them, were They ſought after, 
as other Subjects of valuable Enquiry do. 

$. 129. A man often can't ſpeak of the 
pleaſure religious knowledge gives him, but 

reſently he is an Enthufiaſt ; as if the know- 

edge of Gop was not to be cultivated into a 
complacential acquaintance with that High Sub- 
je& of Contemplation, ſuitable to the nature of 
it, like what is felt from frequent reflection on 
many ſo infinitely inferior to it. 

$. 130. Gop has divided the Government 
of the Brute-Creation between Himſelf and 
Man. In all wii bin Inſtinct, They are His, in 
all beyond it Ours. 3 


„ 8.130. 
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$. 131. Nothing that can happen, or belong. 
to us any way, or in any ſhape, is worth any, 
Thing, but as it zs, or as it may be made to 
be, worth ſomething at the hour of Death. 

$. 132. That man is mean in his Greatneſs 
who looks more on the Diſtindt ion of his Poſt, 
or Quality, in the Eye of Man, than on the 
Duty of it, in the Sight of Gop. 

$. 133. Our great buſineſs of Life, (I have 
ſaid) is to ripen ourſelves for a bleſſed immor- 
tality—But how is that mans mind ripened for 
it, who, after arrived, perhaps, to the age of 
man, has no defire to be going hence? 

F. 134. I was this day reading This paſſage 
in the 1. Thefſ. iv. 15, 16, 17. When I was 
greatly ſtruck with theſe words, and we ſhall 
ever be with the Lox p, wondring, How I had 
never, to my remembrance, atttended to that 
| Emphatical Circumſtance, of our ever being 

with Chrift, after the Reſurrection. | 
Who can have ſuch a Circumſtance hanging 
over his head, and not think of WHomM 
he is to be the Companion ? Or ever almoſt 
let the Thoughts How he ſhall then paſs 
his Time, and with whom, Go out of his mind? 
How occaſional are our Reflections 

§. 135. If Chriſt's buſineſs on earth was to 
deſtroy among Thoſe who bear his Name the 
Works of the Devil, has he not greatly miſſed 
of his Errand ? | 
 &. 136. What fignifyes it to Us on what 
Terms Gop is plealed, © between Chriſt and 


« Him" 
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« Him,” to confer Eternal Life on any part of 
human Nature? The Conditions — of 
Thoſe who would profit of the Terms, and 
ſecure the high benefit offered, ſeems to be the 
only requifite to attend to. And yet how has 
the Underſtanding of Chriſtians, in all Ages, 
| goon off, from minding this only requiſite, to 

quabbling about their Conceptions of what was 
never deſigned They ſhould on this fide the 
Grave, comprehend? as really not at all 
belonging to them, to be informed of, and for 
that reaſon never cleared up to us. 
|  &. 137, God may love us for Chrifts ſake, 
but if Chriſt loves us, it is for our own. , , 
8. 138. What is the only Source of Com- 
fort for a Chriſtian when he comes to dye? 

„ That He has had in view during his Life 
« the fulfilling the general Dutys of Man, and 
the particular Dutys of his Station, as both 
e are declared to Him by the Maſter after 
« whoſe name he is called, and into whoſe 
Service he was ſworn; and truſting through 

Him, to have his fincere repentance, an 
> 3 accepted as perfect. — What is 
often made the ſource of L Comfort on that 
Occaſign ? <« Stupidity.” What elſe? Re- 
« ceiving the Sacrament in Remembrance of 
« a Perſon, when they are going to dye, whoſe 
« Servants They were, But whoſe Commands 
„They never * during their Lives.“ 
What elſe? The pretended. ion of the 
Prieſt thereon, wi eee and without 
. « Reaſon, 
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% Reaſon.”-Why do men ſuffer themſelves to 
be thus impoſed on in Death—? Becauſe they 
impoſed on themſelves during their whole 
Life. 
F. 139. Among the many particulars we 
have had publiſhed of the late Action of Del- 
tingen, I was highly pleaſed with This, That 
« our Troops, as they kept fring, kept 
* advancing towards the French.” —So ſhould 
every Chriſtian do towards his Spiritual 
Enemy. | 

F. 140. This Earth or World of Ours a Part 
only of ſome Great Whole. We ſee evidently 
it is ſo in its natural State. We ſee the ſame 
Sun made for it, and for other opaque bodies 
like it ſelf. They all alike revolve around, and 
borrow Light, and Heat, and all the genial 
influences ſo eſſential to Ztherr ſeveral well- 
beings, from that great Luminary ; And why 
ſhould there. not be ſome Correlation between 
Them with reſpect to a moral State alſo ? A 
Devil and his Angels make evidently a part of 
our moral Syſtem. That Evil Spirit can never 
be interpreted ont of the Scriptures. And yet 
how little do we know of him in Them? 
How, as it were, incidentally, only, what is 
delivered in the Sacred writings concerning 
him? How well may his whole hiſtory be 
known in ſome ofher of our neighbouring 
Regions? Wegknow enough for our. preſent 
Uſe. When there ſhall be occaſion for us to 
know more, we ſhall know it. What occaſion 
n is 
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is there for a poor village in the mountains of 
Wales, or Highlands of Scotland to know the 
reaſon of every Law that is made at London ? 
8. 141. Compliance or Non-complance with 
Temptation is that which conſtitutesor deſtroys 
the moral worth in all men. Every man ſees 
the beauty of true diſcernment, and re/tance in 
another, Why not in himſelf? Ts it not ſtrange 
a man ſhould not be ſo wiſe for Himſelf, as for 
Another ? | 
F. 142. The true way to Happineſs is the 
making ourſelves mzſerable. Conqueri 
wrong Aſſociations.— That is wrong that ja 
wrong. The great miſtake of mankind, and 
the occaſion of all our miſcarriage is, That we 
look for preſent pleaſings to be happy, and not 
for Thoſe that are ture. The beſt way of 
enjoying, 70 day, is to morrow. ' 
F. 143. © Ho I am anſwering the End of 
« my Exiſtence?” is a Queſtion that all men 
ſhould ſeemingly to me put to themſelves 
oftner than They do. If we put it, now, and 
the Anſwer ſhould be © Very impertinentiy for 
te the purpoſe for which I had it given me,” 
How much worſe will it be, if when about 
to re/ign it, on the ſame Queſtions being put on 
the hole of it, we ſhould have no better anſwer 
to make ? | "7 | 
$. 144. What is Zzfe, but to find out Em- 
ployment for ourſelves we take Delight in ? 
What is right Living but to find out ſuch 
Employment as ſhall be acceptable to our 
Maker ? 


* * a 


LEY 


A.” 
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Maker ? What Delight can be ſo great as a 
vealt or Hin „ 

$. 145. Diſappointments in Life, the Rudder 


by which we are often ſteered by the GRRAT 


MasrER of our Veſſel ſafe into Port. 


8. 146. I conſider the Earth as one Great 


Area a paving with human Sculls, wherein 
every ones now alive, and riſing into exiſtence 
f X « , bi 
of the human race, and my own among 


them, after walking a few turns on what is 


already finiſhed, muſt help to compleat the 
Pavement. | | 

F. 147. Either we are Temporaliſis, or Eter- 
naliſts—Let every faculty, whereof we conſiſt, 
be exerted, according as we are the One, or the 
__ Other, in our own Opinions,—But then let us 
abide by the Opinion we adopt in every Emer- 
gency that ſhall befall us. | 

F. 148. What has human Nature Being 
given it for, here, but to take root for a being 
to endleſs ages ?—He that has taken this root 


has made the proper uſe of Life, He that has 


miſt of it has loſt his market of Life for 


ever. 

F. 149. A good Incumbent, never is out of 

his Pariſh, a had one, never in it. | 
8. 150. Chriſtianity, a New Edition of 

Human Nature in Folio, after the Quarto and 


Octavo Editions of Judaiſm, and Natural Reli- 


gion were worn out. 
§. 151. Life, conſidered in it 60 is but 
Amuſement at beſt, and he the happy man 
that 


2 
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that can amuſe himſelf in it. — Confidered in 
its Conſequences, the moſt ſerous Thing in Na- 


ture, and happy is He, and He only, that 
maketh it uch. 


$. 1 52. In Money-Bzlls in Parliament, there 


are Clauſes of Appropriation of it, for ſuch and 


ſuch Services, So ſhould there be in every ones 


mind aClauſe of Appropriation of his Faculties 
for Futurity, and its Intereſt. All the whole 
powers of a man ſhould not be abſorbed in 
preſent Spending. 

$. 153. This Earth of Ours not ſo much a 
jos rr for the Living, as a Repoſitory of the 
Deaa.—'There's no proportion between the 
£4ing-individuals of human nature ſtanding, 
going, or lying on it, and the numerous Body 
of Thoſe that ye buried in it, and to whom it 
is one great Cemetery. 
$. 154. How could Gop make free Crea- 
tures without Laus? Or Laws without Sanc- 
tions, Or Sanctions without real2ing them? 
Does not that man deſerve Damnation who 
ſtands in need of the awe of it, to ſecure ever- 


laſting happineſs, by a Life of Vertue? \ 


8. 155. I cannot conceive whence the fear 


of Death had its riſe among mankind, fo as to 
be called by one of the wilelt of men © The 
'* moſt fearfull of all Things that are to be 
« feared.” The natural Thought of Death 
is “ To become What ve were, before we felt 
* ourſelves in being.” What jrightfulneſs is 

there in that? We muſt have a very mean, 
2 5 | = not 


—— 


— — —ͤ — 
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not to ſay wicked, Opinion of the Author of 
our Being, to think he will, wantonly, make us 
e when we go, hence, into a ſecond ſtate 
of Exiſtence, who has made no man fo, here, 
in a fit. And we muſt deſerve in our own 
"—>m—_ richly to be made miſerable, hereafter, 
if our being ſo, depends on any thing in our 
own power to prevent.—Thrs according to the 
natural knowledge of Ourſelves As to 
Revealed, The Thing is clear. Man has a plain 
Communication made him, How to be happy, 
here, and happy, hereafter, too. 

$. 156.—Words for ſuperior Diſtin#1on, 
often to have in its Thoughts. I cannot 
« ſtay, here, for ever. What will become of 
* me, when I am gone hence? Shall I be 
« what I now am then? Or, am I to mix 
« among the herd of mankind ?-] leave all 
Greatneſs that ſhall read me to tell it ſe/f the 
reſt. 


$. 157. What an univerſally acknowledged 
Deviation from Reaſon To preferr the 


„ Shadowe to the Subſtance?” And yet do 

we not ſee This almoſt univerſally done, 
whilſt ſo ſuperior a Regard is had of the 
Character a man ſhall leave behind him, here, 
to the State and Circumſtance of his real Perfon 
to all Eternity? 
S8. 158. The leſs wicked a man is, the leſs 
\ miſerable, The leſs good, the leſs happy. 
5. 159. A man that has obtained any 
g<quaintance with the intellectual World needs 
x" | | never 
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never think himſelf alone. It is his proper: 
Companion. And the acquaintance will 
encreaſe, as he uſes himſelf to it. No ſenf:ble 
Object ſo near us as Intelligence. The one, is 
a mediate, and the other an immediate, Object of 
our Souls. It cannot be in the power of any 
Ohject of Senſe to make ſuch an Impreſſion on 
the facultys of the mind, through the media- 
tion of any of the Senſes, as it is for meer 
zntellef to do of it ſelf, immediately, on them. 
The Joy of an agreeable Communication, 
from ſuperior intelle&, is of quite a different 
nature and degree of excellency, from bodily 
Delight, of whatſoever ſort it may be. 

$. 160. What a Sytem is there built by Gop, 
in Chriſt, to bring men to the knowledge, and 
obedience of HIM, and to the conſequent 
refinement of their Nature thereon? And yet 
how do they ſet themſelves againſt it ? 
Whence this principle of Suicide in human 
nature? When, O Gop, will that glorious 
© Time be, When all the Ends of the World 
4 ſhall Remember, and turn unto the Lox, 
e and all the kindred of the Nations ſhall 
« worſhip before THERE?“ 

$. 161. I don't ſee We are at all Concern'd 
with what the formal nature of the Dezty is, 
or what our own, tho' the buſy mind of man 
has in all ages ran into Engurrys, and made 
Determinations, and even quarrel'd with one 
another, about their different Sentiments, with 
reſpect to Bath. The World has been divided 
n G 2 into 
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into Matter, and Spirit; And Contention has 
ariſen, which Being, and Quality belongs to one, 
and which to the other of theſe txv9, without 
the Diſputers having the leaſt certain, or com- 
pleat idea, of either the one, or the other. I do 
not ſee what man is concerned with more, than 
with the #0 notorious Qualities that are ſen- 
fibly felt in Nature, viz. Knowledge, and Power; 
be theſe inherent, or belonging, to what, or 
whom they will. By the one of Theſe he 


knows himſelf to be in being, and that he is not 


the Cauſe of HY By the other, That ſome 
other Being is the Cauſe of Him: But what 
goes to the Compoſition of Himſelf, Or what his. 
Cauſe conſiſts of, lyès not within the Bounds, 
of his knowledge, nor do I find it any where: 
communicated to Him, or indeed at all neceſ- 
fary to know. Matter of Enquiry This, 
perhaps, through all Eternity. 

162. We have continually, (if not in our 
hands as we ſhould have,) lying by, or near us, 
a Bock, the Title of the Ground Work of 
which is © The Gosyer, which ſignifyes Good 
T:dings—The Contents called ſo, by way of 
Eminence, for the Excellency, and Emphati- 


_ calneſs of the Goodneſs of the Tidings it gives 


us. And we are more indifferent about theſe 
Contents than we are, ordinarily,- of thoſe of 
a common News-Pgper, and ſo little concern 
ourſelves about them as hardly to know what 
is really meant by the Term it ſelf. And yet 
this Book aſſures ws of an «© EXISTENCE: 


* com 
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« commenſurate with that of the Deity it ſelf, 


«c and of a ro eſſion in Hap ineſs, an Glory,, 


during that Exiſtence, Has affured us that 
* Death ſhall be Life, and Life Immortality.” 


S8. 163. Can Good Tidings be deſpiſed ? Is 
not the Goſpel good Tidings ? Is any Thing 
more deſpiſed than the Ge? What Incon- 
ſiſtency is here? Either let the Goſpel not be 


Good Tidings, or, if it be, let it be valued 
accordingly. 


little. 


$. 165. I was highly pleaſed with an Expreſ- 


fron I met with accidentally in an Author to 
day, viz. © The znacceſſibleneſs of Perfection.“ 
Strange, That the nobleſt 2yarry, and moſt 
entertaining in the purſuit after, ſhould be that 
which is in its own Nature unattainable ! 


$. 166. How could Chriſt be a on + to the 5 


World with all thoſe ohſcure Controverſies at 
his heels that have been made out of his Reli- 
gion ?— They were, indeed, made out of his 
Religion, not 27 it. | 


$. 167. Friendſhip between a Man and a 


Woman ſhould be the Conſequence of Marriage, 
not the Cauſe of it. From Love a ſenſible 
man and -woman will naturally proceed to 
friendſhip, But no inſtance was ever, I believe, 
ſeen where Friendſhip was followed by Love, 
between the Tuo Sexes, in a married State, 


t A Light, 
& 168. 


$. 164. We read 700 much, and we think r 


' 
| 
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F. 168. If men had no _ aſſurance that 
they were to dye at all than have after 
Death of . wi Life, the por ok of the 
intelligences being true, That they were to 
ce leave this World,” would, I am apt 1 think, 
excite now and then, a ſerious Thought“ What 
« might be. — The Fact is, There is no poſ- 
ſibility of doubting in the Caſe, and yet men 
live as if it was certain it was never to happen. 
And, O Przpoſterous ! ſubmit with reluctance 
to a known neceſſity. 

$. 169. He that during his Life has made no 
acquaintance with the Deity, no wonder that 
ſuch a one has reluctance, by Death, to be 
brought into the 4 of a ſtrange Gop.— 
He that has made ſuch acquaintance, how 
pleaſing the Thought, That from a diſtant cor- 
reſpondence, he is called to become one of the 
Family of ſo defireable a FRIEND! | 

$. 170. People muſt have occaſion for the 
Deity to be acquainted with him. Happy, 
thrice happy, that Perſon, who has had this 
occaſion, and an acquaintance thereby brought 
about between Them 

$. 171. The Scriptures the proper food of the 
Soul. Now in all food there are parts more or 
leſs nouriſhing.— So it is in the Scriptures. 

§. 172. We live in an age of much religious 
Enquiry, but little divine Knowledge. 

* F. 173. Has my acquaintance been greateſt 
with my Gop, my money, my honour, or my 


pleaſurez ? 
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pleaſures ?—A proper Queſtion for every one'to 
know the true State of his moral Conſtitution 
by. 15 2 
$. 174. I read to day in a book That Gon 
e created the World to communicate Happi - 
66 neſs. If he did fo it was in his own way - 
Not that which is, generally, taken to be ſuch 
by his rational Creatures. | 

$. 175. Howſoever Sin came into the World, 
the liableneſi to it, ſeems to have an Original- 
ſhbip in it, as our Condition is intended to be 
a nurſery for immortality ; according as ev 
one made by nature capable of it ſhould take 
= here, Implying an oppoſition to our doing 

0. | . 

$. 176. The Firſt uſe, a rational created 
Being ſhould make of his reaſon, is, To know 
&« from whom he had it.”. The Next, To 
ce bring himſelf to ſubmit to every unavoidable 
e diſagreeable incident in it, by doing his 
<< utmolt to remove every avoidable one.” 

8. 177. The greateſt buſineſs of Life for 
every man, is to eſtabliſh a Confidence, between 
the Creature, and the Creator. He that has 
done this, has anſwered the End of his preſent - 
Exiſtence, he that has neglectfully failed of it, 
has loſt the fruit of his Life. He that has laid 
the ground for it, and through weakneſs is 
without the comfort of ſo doing, ſhall not go 
without the benefit of it. . 


F. 178. 
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F. 178. To live for Death, The only Thing 
worth living for. All the reſt will be foun 
Childs-play when it comes 7o. | 
|  &. 179. The great buſineſs of Life is to know 
dur Duty. But it generally ſo happens that 
even among the kn&o;ng people Duty is the 
 taft, if not the leaſt they know any Thing of. 
$. 180. I love to conſider always bow People 
come into their Errors. There's always a 
reaſon for Error as well as for Truth, 
F. 181. The Deity is an intellectual Being, 
and many of his Productions he is pleaſed ſhall, 
in ſome degree, partake of the excellency of 
his own nature.—But wherein does his Numen- 
ſhip, or the excellency of his Divine Nature, 
or proper exerciſe, and enjoyment of it confiſt ? 
— Only in making, ſuperintending, and putting 
a period to natural and moral Syſtems produced 
by him? Or, has he not a peculiar happineſs 
of his own, as Gop, independent of his pater- 
nal Superintendency over his Almighty Produc- 
tions? 
$. 182. God is all Thought. 
F. 183. The ſatisfaction of Life ſhould lye 
in the conſcious ſe every man made of his 
Eircumſtances in it, and not in the Circum- 
fance it ſelf. This reduces the Diſpenſations 
of Providence to an Equality. Or, at leaſt, 
places the diſadvantagecus Situation where it is 
leaſt thought to be, not in the diſiculty of the 
Circumſtance, but in the diſſiculty of the Uſe. A 
' right uſe of a mite of Ability, of any ſort, in any 


One 
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one, makes him a Being of an higher Order in 
the Creation, than the poſſeſſion of a Pound with 
the wrong, or no uſe of it. If this be ſo, as it 
really is, who can complain of the unequal 
ways of Gop ? Who can find juſt exception to 
the diſtribution of his favours ?——If a right 
uſe of Prof} te as commonly ſeen in the 
world as 2 rfity, there is nothing in this 
Thought ; if not, a great deal. 

$. 184. What an odd Contraſt is there fre- 
quently to be met with in the Chriſtian world? 
—A man ſhall know nothing of the Evidence 
for the truth of Chriſtianity, and yet ſhall be a 
good Chriſtian ; another ſhall be fully per- 
ſuaded of its Truth, and yet be ane. 
$. 185. It is committing a ſort of Outrage to 
deny a man the gratification of his Inclinations, 
but it is doing him a #:ngnefs to let him know, 
that if he has unworthy Objects for his Incli- 
nations, he may, if he pleaſes, have a new Set 
of inclinations for worthy Objects. 
F. 186. Gop will not judge us ſo much by 
Particulars, as by Generals. 
187, Whatever I was made in Adam, I was 
never made in myſelf, not to Sin. But from the 
Time I came to knowledge, I have ever been 
ſenſible the Law of Gop obſerved would make 
me happier than the Law of Gop violated, in 
every reſpect. — But what a ſtrange Contraſt 
attends the human Frame? That Miſery 
ſhould be Happineſs, and Happineſs Miſery ?— 
This is certainly our natural Frame, however 
15 Wo we 


ts 
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we came by it. The whole bufineſs of Life 
is to ſeparate this mixture, and to make the 
Thread of Life, which is naturally grey, to be 
of a pure white, To make Duty Delight — 
The YValour of the Struggle, in bringing this 
about, muſt be little inferior to victory itſelf ; 
confidering the odds at firſt ſetting out. | 
FS. 188. What, comfort people have when 
they are well, — That muſt be their comfort 
when they are c.“ 821 | 
$. 189. The regenerate good man little 
thinks how much his head is often under the 
power of Nature, at the ſame time his heart 
1s under the influence of Grace. If Grace was 
founded always on certain Truth of Opinion, 
or,ever,accompanied with it, the exerciſe of one 
of the greateſt Virtues belonging to Grace would 
be taken away Charity. — A Virtue, by the 
by, often as little known to Grace, as to Nature 


it ſelf. — How ſharp have been the Aniniqities 
of, otherwiſe, good people ? 
F. 190. The World of Divines, aun, men— 
The on ſuffices me. | | 

.. $. 191. 1 heard one. preach, this day, at 
C-rt, on the 116th Pſalm, ver. 7. On the 
«© Omnipreſence of Gor.” The Preacher very 
well proved the nature of Gop to be omni- 
preſent neceſſarily, and omniſcient, and one 
of his Obſervations was, How much in vain 


it was to be a Hypocrite.” — But This 


1 


was not one of them, © That If Gop was 
© every where preſent, and every man alike 


« equally 
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* equally near to Him, and in the nd of the 
Divine Preſence, it ſignifyed very little, 
« Whether a man was a a or a 
e plain Country-Parſon,—a TID 

« a Court-Prelate.” 

FS. 192. Learning is not Thir 1 

5. 193. Moravians, Mpiteſieldians, Weſleians 
Chbriſtis irregular Militia,-Chriſtian Waradins, 
Pandours, T, u A ſort of Troops well 
known to do Execution on \their Ene- 
mies, though 1 don't fight regularly. 

-$. 194. What need to prove the divine 
Inſpiration of a Book, wherein every page has 
one and the ſame view, viz. © To recommend 
&* righteouſneſs, and diſſuade from wickedneſs in 
< a free Creature, capable of oppoſing the Will 
of God, or of acting in conformity to it?” 

8. 195. Into how few perſons minds does it 
ever enter, how many Lives they live, and 
Deaths they dye, whilſt they are. in this World. 
—Eyen every Day they live, and _ Night 
they go to ſleep. —The firſt, comprized in the 
whole, makes the great Life, and what ſuc- 
ceeds it on our final Departure makes the great 
Cataſtrophe: 


$. 196. Death ſhould, indeed, be made 


more familiar than it is. Becauſe what have 
we to fear when we fear not dying? And 
what have we not to fear, if we have reaſon 
to fear it What ſignifyes it to be out of fear 
* becauſe we don't ſee the danger we are 
1 What is unavoidable, and (ever poſſible, 


— ſhould 
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ſhould be ready to be met with by every rea. 
ſonable Creature, were there no other reaſon 
for it. But when we conſider what comfort 
that brings with it, which alone can make us 
ready to meet Death, I mean, an acquaintance 
made, and carefully kept up with the Hion 
G1veR of Life, that man muſt be a very weak, 
or a very wicked Being, who is without that 
acquaintance —No,one ſhould look a gift horſe 
in the mouth, and we ſhould be ready to reſign 
whatever is held only at the vill, and pleaſure, 
of another. This is common Senſe in common 
Life, but what out-of-the-way thinking in the 
point referred to ! | p ! 
F. 197. Let us keep our alliance with Chr:i/ 
in Life, and he will keep up His alliance with 
us in Death. S, 
$. 198. How can it be incommodious with a 
Chriſtian in this World? — It is impoſſible. 
The weight, in proſpect, of the Good at the 
Concluſion of the journey of Life infinitely pre- 
ponderating, whilſt in preſpect only, whatever 
real Evil can be in the way. | 
$. 199. When we ſee a fine Equipage paſs , 
before us in this Town, we are ready to tare, 
and to aſk V bo it belongs to?—We have every 
clear night the fineſt of Equipages paſſing with- 
in our view, but hqw little are we ſtruck with 
it, how little for enquiring W noss it is, and to 
Wuon it belongs? — The Stars and Planets 
may very well be conſidered as a fort of Equi- 
page to our World, but with reſpect to Hi . to 
| whom 


, 
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whom they more immediately are 2 
aro 


I conſider them as an extenſive Plantation 
his Dwelling, The Milty-way a lar 
> bicket in his Ferreſt.—And why may not 

iritual Beings that are continually roving about 
Ms (to carry on the Alisa) at ay 
ſented as a ſort of Deer that, occaſionally, ſhelter 
themſelves in-it ? . | 

$. 200. They have Lectures, or Readings, at 
Oxford, which they call Wall-LeQures, i. e. 
They are read, on Oath, but none attends 
them. — What are moſt people's Prayers but 
ſo many Wall-prayers—For who conſiders the 
Preſence they . to, in Them, ſo as to fill the 
room with it ? k 

F. 201. Death ſhould not be ſo ſurprizing as 
Life to an intelligent Creature conſcious of 

coming into it, without his knowledge or 

conſent. | 

$. 202. No man has Ideas of Religion and 
religious Concern in any meaſure adequate to 
their Subjects. I don't know even whether we 
are to have Them. They would overwhelm 
us, at once, with their Grandeur.—As the light 
of the Sun is too luminous for the ſight, ſo 
are the ſubjects of the ideas following too great 
for the underſtanding.— To ſay nothing of the 
Deity himſelf, whoſe plenary idea, or any 
thing approaching to it, is abſolutely incom- 


+ I have heard Sir I/aac Newtop ſay, © That it was not to 
be ſuppoſed, the immenſe Spaces between the. heavenly 
« Bodies had no proper inhabitants,” 

men- 


> 
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menſurable to our intellectual faculties What 
can we ſay we have commenſurable in our 
thoughts to the Subjects, When we ſpeak of 
Heaven, of Hell, of a Reſurrection, of Chriſts 
coming in the Air, breaking in on us with all 
his Glory, and that of the holy Angels, at 
once, in coming to Judgment? How incom- 
menſurable to their antetypes, all? How 
kghtly do we let the words that repreſent theſe 
grand Scenes paſs over. our Tongues when we 
pronounce them? What a faint impreſſion on 
our Thoughts when we read them ? 

$. 203. Does a Reſurrection from the Dead, 
and an Offer of changing our preſent paultry 
Bodys, for a glorious Body hang over our 
Heads ? 
At dubitamus adbuc virtutem extendere fattis ! 

$. 204. How Great is the univerſal Great- 
neſs of Mankind, and how poor the * 
cular! 

$. 20 5. What zs Chriſtianity wants no Evi- 
dence, What is not, wants more than there is 
for it, or ever will be. ny 

F. 206. Chriſlianity——milling the Cloth of 
Natural Religion, that comes hin out of the 
Loom, into a ſolid durable Subſtance. 

$. 207. Let any Unbeliever of the Chriſtian 
Religion, acquainted with its ſacred Writings, 
ſeriouſly and candidly put This Dilemma to 
Himſelf viz. 
„ EtTHER Jeſus of Nazareth aroſe from 
« The Dead, and the Hiſtories we have of 
« his 
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« his. Birth, Life, and Death are genuin, 
<« and to be depended 2 all Theſe 
Writings ſaid to be pennd by Matthew, Mark, 
Lule, and Jobn concerning Him, are meer 
Invention and Fable, ſo many Hiſtories of the 
en Champions of Chriſtendom, Amadis de 
Gaul, &c. And I defye him not to be ſtartled 
at his Infidelity, —If the Corruption of his 
Heart prevents him from. imme oP declar- 
ing Himſelf a Chriſtian. 
$. 208. Thought, its own Company. | 
§. 209. Reading VIxGII.— What a Senſe 
the Heathens had of a ff aperior inviſible World? 
_ full is this Great Poet every where of the 
erpofition and appearance of the Gods? How |; 
— to the Shame of the Chriſtian World, 
who go ſo little beyond vjiſible nature in 
their Thoughts, and Reflections? How much 
to our Confuſion, that They ſhould make fo 
much of Error, and We ſo little of Truth ? : 
$. 210. Life is compared to a River. But 
how odd would it be in a River, when the 
Water that had been long gliding "down its 
Channel, ſhould, on coming to the mouth of 
it, and ſering i it was to be loſt in the main Ocean 
before it, ſtart back, —as if it would fay, “ 1 
4 will till run on in my Channel,” —— What 
muſt it have been thinking on, all the Time, : 
ſince its Deſcent from the Fountain? Pardon $ 
me, There's a very good Excuſe for its Reluc- 
tance, on the Occaſion. — It never could think 
at all. — And in gliding down its Channel, it 


Low 


56 SELF-ENTERTAINMENT * Or, 


knew no other wiſe, but that it was ever to run 
in it. 


§. 211. A poo r Negro-ſlave, when he dies, 
ſhall 80 off Vic Joy, even in torture, That 
he is going back into his own Country- and a 
(fo called) Chriſtian ſhall at his Death have no 
Comfort from the Thought of his going to 
bis 
- 21 Man was made for Heaven, not for 
Earth-—What then are we for ſtaying ever 
bere for?  - 

$- 213. What is a Philoſopher but one vio 
gives to every Thing its proper value ? 

$. 214. Who is a real Enthufiaſt—! He 
who thinks he has divine Communications, when 
he has not.— Who an imagina one—? One 
who is charmed at the Thought of the ever- 
laſting happy Futurity which he has the 
humble hope he ſhall bear a part in to all Eter- 
ni 

. 215. Chriſt, the Great Light of the World 
to enlighten it, intellectually, as the Sun, mate- 
rially.—The Clergy, Little Lights, Sixteens, or 
Twenty-fours in the pound Some made of good 
Tallw, and others of Kitchen-/tuff. 

9. 216. Human Life under the Goſpel a 
Race, a Combat. Theſe Alluſions imply in 
Them internal and external Oppoſition, againſt 
our winning of the One, or, our coming off 
victorious in the Other. But it points out to 
us the means to be ſucceſsfull in Beth; our 
keeping ourſelves in breath by due Exerciſe, 

temperance, 
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temperance, and other uſages to hel — in the 
one Caſe, and our learning _— uſe o 
weapons in the other. No: man runs but 8 may 
be liable to fall, no man fights but he is liable 
to be wounded ; but he may fall, and yet get the 
race, and he may be wounded, and yet get the 
better, at laſt, over his Enemies. — Perfection 
not our buſineſs, but a continual Approxima- 
tion towards it. 

6. 217. Taking care of our Soul. For the 
ſake of what Chriſt has done and ſuffered for 
us, womanly Religion, For our own Intereſt, and 
for the Glory of Gop, manly Religion. 
1 218. Dew T wnl-6h. oe I do ſo in 
effect, every Time I ſleep. But I dye, and 
return again to the ſame Scene. No, but, 
indeed, I do not. Every day I return to is a 
new one. Yeſterday is gone for ever. To day is 
as different from Yefterday, as Eternity * 
Time. Yeſterday is part of a paſt Eternity, To 
day a part of a future one. 
$. 219. Lots Diſmiſſion from Sodom — 
* Eſcape for thy Life'—Every one has the ſame 
faid to him“ Eſcape from the Vice of Time, 
* and its conſequential miſery, to the Virtue 
1 3 ty, and its never-ceaſing happi- 
cc ne ” 
$. 220. He that goes not reſolutely with his 
Face foremoſt out of the World, when he - 
dies, dies like a Fool. — But not only ſo, but has 
plainly lived like one too. It muſt be a great 
defect in the W as well as in wil, 
a 
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Will, not to meet Death with Pleaſure. What 
ſhould a mortal rational Being, throughout his 
whole Life, have turned an tine ſo much 
in his Thoughts as the moſt important Thing 
that could take place in them? It is Futurity 
only that gives Dignity to what is preſent, —1 
enjoy Life for the Sake of Death. 

F. 221. 1 ſhould be glad to know © What 
« the E. of or E. of —— think, ſet- 
« ledly of Death.”— A Leap in the dark, 


8 wiſe has been their tumultuous 
iſdom? g 


$. 222. We make little or nothing our own 
in reading The B:ble.—We lye off o Land, 


and never go aſhor? to take Poſſefnon of the 


Country. 


8. 223. There are Books that calculate 
Chances— I never yet ſaw a Book that calcu- 
lated the Chance of © Living, or not * 
&« for Eternity.“ 

. 224. LF: entred the World with the 
Thoughts of going out of it. (Witneſs my Little 
Eſſay Dn See £4 End of Ling ſtyled 
A Letter to a Bencher, wit when I was two 
and twenty.) — Let my way towards Thee, 
O Gop, be clear before me, and let me be 
" continually making approximation to Thee in 
it. And fo, in the end, fall like a ripe fruit 
off of the Tree of Life, into the Lap of 
Immortality. 

9.225. The Uſe of every Sunday, as it 
returns, ſhould be a Diurnal Suſpenſion of a 


terreſtrial 
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terreſtrial State of being, for a Celeftial one.— 
The Lords day is our own, The other Six, We 
are Day-Labourers for Gop. | 


* 


* 


$. 226. Sunday, a Gardening-Day to ſow 
good Qualities in, and to weed out il ones— 
A purveying-day, to lay up Stores for Happi- 
neſs the ſucceeding Week. | 
§. 227. There is but one way of knowing 
How to dye, by knowing How to Live. 
$. 228. A Thought that ought never to go 
out of the minds of all Conditions of Men— 
That we have the Direction of our own 
% Actions committed to our Charge.” 

9. 229. I conſider the World as one of the 
Author of Nature's Great Gardens, wherein 
there are a multitude of Plants of different 
Sorts for Ornament, and for Uſe, as well as 
Weeds of all forts. Of the former of Theſe, 
the Plants, I conſider the different Camplexion 
of Good Men in their different notions in Reli- 
gious Matters, where different Opinions have 
been the reſult of fincere Enquiry. Theſe 
may not be unfitly compared to a fine Bed of 
Tulips, Auriculas, Anemonys, or Ranunculuſes, 
of different Stripes and Dyes, vying with one 
another which is moſt in the right, but ſeen by 
the Upper and Under-Gardner with equal ö 
Eſteem and Affection. - 6h. 0 

$. 230. The whole Maſs of Mankind an 
Army lying under a furious Canonnade. With 
this Difference from a common Army, as in 
the latter many are carried off, and many 
=y eſcape, 
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eſcape, but in the former, none. Every man 
meets his Death. 


$. 231. Was the 2822 Errand of the 
Meſſiah on Earth to dhe, or to teach? Which 
of theſe ſwims moſt on the Surface of his own 
Diſcourſes remaining on record? Which is to 
be found deepeſt at bottom? *'Tis plain the 
latter is of the ' higher conſequence, becauſe 
the former, at moſt, was only intended to ſupply 
the defect of the influence of the latter. 
§. 232. Gop, unqueſtionably, provided a 
remedy againſt Sin by the Meſſiah, and againſt 
the Sin of Adam, in particular; but how that 
remedy is to operate in and through Chriſt, is 
certainly concealed from us. — What are all 
human Syſtems but filling up by Man the blanks 
left by Gop in the great Charter of our Holy 
Religion, The Bible? | 
§. 233. The greateſt Monſter in Nature is 
a wicked Man: Such a one as ſets the Dei 
to. nought, nor troubles himſelf about his 
Exiſtence, or his Laws, but is his own God: 
F. 234. I muſt have my own righteouſneſs, 
or I ſhall never be the better for Chriſts. | 
$. 235. What is the Reaſon, when we uſe 
the word Meſſiah, we always put the article to 
it, and when that of Chriſt, never ? 
$. 236. Is it not ſtrange, that Gop ſhould 
make ſuch a knowing thinking Creature as 
Man, and ſend him into this Globe for his 
habitation, and leave him to amuſe himſelf 
with thinking and plodding about“ What he 75? 
| | — Hor 


0 
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«© For what made? What he is to be, or what 
e become of him? By what means? &c.—But 
is This the Caſe ? — Pray what do you make 
of Revelation ? And has Revelation then 
cleared up the matter ſo effectually as to leave 
no ſcruples—? How come there to be as 
many Volumes almoſt of different Opinions 
of Divine Things, relating to human Nature, 
from Revelation, as would almoſt ſuffice to ſet 
the World on fire, if Revelation had cleared 
the matter up? — I do but think what Light 
ſuperior Beings, whom Gop may have 3 
to let into the knowledge of us, ſee our 

Ploddings, and Ruminations, and particularl 
Our religious Quarrels, and Contentions. And, 
above all, How the truly p70us Man often 
cheats himſelf in aſcribing his Tenaciouſneſs 
of his own Opinion in any divine matter to 
zeal for Gop, and Religion, when it only has 
for its ſource unknown Pride, Self-conceit, 
and obſtinate Opiniatrety. | | 
8 237. That Army is likely to be renowned 
for its Proweſs againſt its Foe, who is not fo 
much as ſenſible of its having an Enemy to 
encounter with. Or, rather, muſt it not fall 
an eaſy prey to the oppoſite Forces it has to 
deal with, on every rencounter, when it neither 
knows of there being any in the field againſt 
it, nor the uſe of any one Weapon to oppoſe 
their Conqueſts Who is the Enemy of the 
Church-Militant, Who his Army ?——The 
Devil and his infernal Spirits —The Devi? 
Who 
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Who is He ?—Is he ſo much as thought on by 
many to be in being? Or, named almoſt but 
to be laughed at? 

F. 238. Ariſtotle calls Death The moſt ter- 
* r:ble of terribles.” But Ariſtotle was a Fool 
in this reſpect, however w/e in others, from 
his own Principles. For what could Death be 
according to Them to Him, but his returning 
to the ſame State he was in before he knew 
what Being was? And if not to be was the 
frightfulleſt of frightfulls, not to have been, at 
all, for ſo long before he was, muſt have 
deſtroyed the Comfort of his being whilſt he 
was in it. 

§. 239. The Glory of man is his own righ- 
teouſneſs—Or ſenſe of his own conſcious diſ- 
poſition, to make that ule of every outward,and 
inward faculty, he has entruſted to him, in the 
way the High Donor of them intended he 
ſhould without reſerve.-Short of this diſpofition, 
a man ought to be more diſſatisfyed with him- 
ſelf, than Gop Almighty with him. 

$. 240. Clergy—Keepers of the MoralWorld 
in repair. 

$. 241. There's a Geocentricb, and a Helio- 
centrick conſideration of the heavenly Bodies : 
So there is a Homocentrich, and a Deocentrick 
conſideration of the Affairs or Courſe of this 
World. — Which of the former yields moſt 
Truth, Which of the latter moſt Comfort ?— 

F. 242. The Bible an Apothecarys Shop, 
full of Alkalis, and Acids, or Publick Diſpen- 


ſatory, 
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fatory, full of Medecines for all Caſes. In 
this, however, different from a common one, 
In that This wants a Phyſician to diſpenſe 
them, Thoſe of the Bible, for the moſt part, 
apply themſelves, on Inſpection. - | 
S8. 243. The Croſs of Chrift has no relation 
to his Religion. The mention of it at firſt, 
and, as I may ſay, parading it, was only owing 
to the abſolute neceſſity there was to obviate - 
the Jew:/h notion of a triumphant Meffiah. A 
cruciſyed Chriſt was, then, as neceſſary to be 
preached as the coming of the Meſſiah, it ſelf. 
They were Each inſeparable from the Other. 
But after the Point of a ſuffering Meſſiah was 
once ſettled, and the Reſurrection, as a conſe- 
quent thereof aſcertained, the Cro/s might have | | 
been forgot, and the Religion ſafe. And Chrift | 
might have been put to Death any_other way 
to all /alutary intents and purpoſes, as well.— 
What abſurdities has not this miſtake produced 
in the Chriſtian World? The Croſ has been 
held more ſacred than the Religion it ſelf. HK 
F. 244. . A Chriſtian is a compound Being 
from above and from bel. Has ſomething | 
of his own, and ſomething of the Holy Spirit. \ 
$. 245. True Holineſs in the Spirit like the 
Jaundice in the Body, gives the Subject of it 
a different Tincture from the meer natural 
man throughout. 3 
$. 246. A genuin Chriſtian will no ſooner 
know himſelf to be, than he will ſee himſelf 
not to belong to his World, but to be here in 


. / 
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a ſtrange Land. But he will not be of the 
nature of Thoſe of the human Race, who 
finding themſelves out of their native Country, 
in a ſtrange Land, have pined away, languiſhed, 
and dyed, as not being able to bear the diffe- 
rence of Cuſtoms and Manners, ſo abhorrent 
from their own.—A Chr:/tzan, on the contrary, 
will apply himſelf to the Dutys, and take up 
with the rational Complacencys that offer them- 
ſelves to him during his ſtay, here, with true 
Conſtancy and Magnanimity.-However, within 
himſelf, he may long to be at home. 
$. 247. The Queſtion will not be at the Day 
of judgment, Whether our Heads were right 
« with Gop, but whether our Hearts were 
* ſo?” There's little or no difficulty to bring 
the Head to a Notion, on proper Argument, 
but a great one to bring the Heart over to a 
proper Affection.—If there had been no Con- 
traſt between Will and Duty, where had been 
the Trial of Obedience? Virtue would never 
have had a Name in the World, much leſs a 
Reality. TON | 
$. 248. Chriſtianity a Medal the World 
knows not the value of. | 
$. 249. What is there in Life; if we live to 
dye? What is there in Death, if we dye to 
live? 15 


J 
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Jo all theſe Reflections of my Own, I beg 
leave to add the fingle Reflection following of 
Another, which, I long fince, met with in a little 
ordinary looking Book, without the Authors name, 
but which I have never forgot fince I read it, as- 
I hope my Reader never will, after I have laid it 
before Him, viz. 
438.00 > 
te To Come but once into the World, and 
te trifle away our true Enjoyment of it, and of 
e Ourgſelves in it, is lamentable indeed. This 
te one Reflection would yield a thinking Perſon 
te great Inſtruction.” — I has Myſelf, and I 
bope it will my Reader. " 


3 
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FS. 1. DOR Thoſe of my Readers who be ignorant of 

* F the nature of this Inſeft, Te the Subject 
of Diſcourſe when this Reflection occurr'd)—A Polypus, cut 
it aſunder where You will, and a part ſimilar to that cut off 

proceeds from the wound, of it ſelf, and the Inſect remains 
as if nothing had befallen it. | 


§. 10. This Thought was otherwiſe expreſt, at firſt, but 
it was judg'd too harſh viz. Gon has as much occaſion 

&« for Un, as we for Him”—As it ſtands now it is ſoftned. 

But I do not think it has that Energy, this way, as it had 

the other, rightly taken. How 5 has Gob left 

human nature ? What a . not left Us under | 

to ſupply that Imperfection? is Gops creature, and 
in per fecting Man, (as his Creature) the Occaſions of Gop 

may truly be faid to be — The perfecting bis 0 

a own 


/ 


h 


66 A N O T E 8. a | * 
own Workmanſhip is concerned in it. And therefore, 
according to the Courſe of ſecond Cauſes, After Gop has made 
a Creature, and made the Support of It, when in being, 
dependant on the free action of Others, Is not providing for 
that Support, ſupplying the Occaſions, as to ſuch Creature, of 
Gov Himſelf? Undoubtedly. And it is our higheſt Honour 
and Duty to ſupply them. Properly ſpeaking, It is Gop 
who wants Us to plow, to Jaw! to manure, to weed, to 
bake, to brew, to build, to clothe, to judge, to govern, ——- 
Nor can a nobler Motive be induced into the mind of man 
to exert himſelf in his particular Station, from the Higheſt 
to the Loweſt, than the conſideration that in ſo doing he 
ſupplys the Occaſions of the Deity, for the Good and Mell. 
being of his Creature Man. Every mans own private emo- 
lument, in the Caſe, is only a collateral Concern, that 
reſults from the M Hole. | 
. 73.——Let him, without Delay, apply himſelf to 

Repentance, and humbly depend on the mercy of Gop. 

§. erer A word more on this «* Thought. —The Evil 
complained of requires a Remedy in the Opinion of ev 
Body. To come at a Remedy we muſt conſider the 
Cauſſe of the Diſeaſe. The Firſt that I ſhall offer is, That 
in all our public Grammar Schools, It is no where that I 
know, or ever heard, made a Point to make Children Chriſ- 
tians. That is, To frame their minds, carefully, to a Senſe 


of Religion, and the Fear of Gop, and the hopes of Immor- 


tality. Children might as well be made Chriſtians, as Scholars, 
if the ſame care was taken of forming their tender Years to 
divine knowledge, as to human learning. And what compa- 
riſon between the importance of the one, and of the other; 
ſuppoling they were incompatible. But why ſhould they 
be fo? The notorious want of this in our Great Schools is 
the irrecoverable Bane of many of our Nobility, and nerf 
And there muſt never be expected a Reform, to any purpoſe, 
amongſt The common people, till they ſee their Superiors what 
They ſbould be. —Nor can Thoſe,who are, originally, deſignd 
to be the publick Inſtructors of Mankind, be too deepl 

tinctured with a thorough ſenſe of Religion in their r 
age: And this ought to be carried, 2 through their 


whole Education, as, by much, the 3 accompliſhment 
They can be Maſters of, ſor the due 


charge of their Holz 


office, There 
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1 other Cauſes, I am ſenſible, that concur 
to the preſent confels'd depraved State of the Nation, but 
till Theſe two ſhall be redreſs d, tis in vainto referr to Them. 
And when Theſe to are redreſs'd, They will, in'a great 


meaſure, fall of themſelves. And Gop grant we may ſoon 


ſee 91880 y! LI * | 

§. 1 A mans geodneſi 7 2a Wi mam 

wickedneſs, —if As find any Wust other is he 
entitled to ?— 


§. 190. A Thought for the Learned only, No need for 
explaining it. 


„5 S. 


Lately publiſhed by the ſame Author, 


1. The ImvorTAL-MonTai. A Sermon. The 
2d Edition. To which is prefix d a Preface on 
the Death of his late Royal Highneſs. 


2. The Chriſtian: - A Sermon. The 2d Edition. 
Sancti next Winter, God willing, will be publiſhd, 
The Divine Oeconomy of the Human Mind. 


 Hcquaine thyſelf with Gov, and be at Peace. Jon. 
Thy Law is the Truth, Davio. 


N. B. Tunis, and The Aur HO R's other Pieces, 
are to be had at Mr. 3 Bookſeller, the 
Corner of Litile- Rider. ſtreet, St. James . 
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